
 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Chancellor and Secretary of State 

South West Resilience 

I am writing to support the South West Resilience Campaign’s call for investment to secure 
reliable road and rail links to the South West Peninsula of England. The Peninsula (from 
Somerset westwards) has a population that is equivalent to West Yorkshire, one third larger than 
Glasgow City Region, and twice as large as Tyne & Wear, yet it has traditionally suffered from a 
lack of investment by Government and threatens to fall even further behind as new projects to 
benefit other parts of the country are announced. The South West Region as a whole is 
consistently at or near the bottom of the table of public expenditure on transport, according to the 
Treasury’s own figures. Even projects like electrification of parts of the Great Western rail 
network do nothing to benefit the Peninsula, unless one counts the cascade of 25 year old diesel 
trains from the Thames Valley which we so desperately need to increase capacity on our local 
lines.  

The Secretary of State has recently spoken in encouraging terms about potential investment in 
both rail resilience and improvements to the A303, but these need to be turned into firm financial 
commitments to prevent the Peninsula from being relatively disadvantaged by investment in 
projects such as HS2 and electrification to Bristol and South Wales. We would urge you both to 
commit to the following measures through the Autumn Statement and (where appropriate) the 
forthcoming new franchise to operate the Great Western rail network:- 

• A firm timetable for progressive dualling of the A303/A30 corridor to create a second 
strategic road link to the Peninsula that is both fit for purpose and resilient. 

• A resilient railway, both east and west of Exeter, including further passing facilities on the 
single track line between Exeter and Yeovil Junction to enhance its effectiveness as a 
diversionary route. 

• Through the Great Western franchise, a timescale for introduction of two trains an hour 
between Paddington, Exeter and beyond, one fast and one semi-fast, to reconcile the 
needs of the main centres for rapid connections with the needs of intermediate locations for 
a regular service. 
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• A timescale for progressive electrification to Exeter and beyond. 

• Procurement of a “go anywhere” fleet of diesel multiple units to replace ageing rolling stock 
and provide capacity for continuing growth on those local lines which are unlikely to be 
electrified in the short term. 

Yours sincerely  
 

 
Cllr Peter Edwards 
Leader of the Council 
 
Cc  info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk 
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East Devon District Council 
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20/08/14 
 
Dear Patrick / George 
 
 
Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP,                Rt Hon George Osborne MP,  
Secretary of State for Transport,                                        Chancellor of the Exchequer,       
Department for Transport,                                                  HM Treasury,   
Great Minster House,                                                         1 Horse Guards Road,  
76 Marsham Street,                                                             London,    
London,                                                                               SW1A 2HQ  
SW1P 4DR  
 
  
We the residents & businesses urgently need the Government to commit vital and long overdue 
investments in the South West Peninsula’s transport network in this year’s Autumn Statement.   
  
Reliable roads and railways are a vital part of everyday life. They are vital to the economy and our 
essential services. But in the South West Peninsula, we’ve experienced appalling disruption to our 
connectivity with the rest of the UK through extreme weather.   
  
At times, Cornwall, Devon and Somerset’s strategic road and rail links with the UK were severed; 
the M5 and A303 flooded, whilst the loss of the sea wall at Dawlish, flooding and landslips along 
our main rail lines left many passengers delayed at best, and stranded on occasion.   
  
This has exposed the fragility of the South West Peninsula’s strategic transport links brought on by 
decades of under-investment by successive Governments.   
  
The impact on our transport networks has been unlike anything encountered in modern times, but 
it isn’t a one-off. The Environment Agency and the Met Office warn that extreme weather will affect 
the South West Peninsula with increasing regularity in the future. These events will pass, but the 
chaos they leave behind may take months to put right.  
  
We need to prepare now and make sure the South West Peninsula keeps moving in the future so 
that essential services can function, the economy can grow, people can get on with their lives and 
visitors can continue to enjoy all that the South West has to offer.     
  
As a result, a partnership of South West local authorities and Local Enterprise Partnerships, 
supported by the bodies such as CBI, has come together to campaign to Government to improve 
our resilience and encourage economic growth.   
  
The campaign is calling on our Government to invest in four key actions:  
  



• Improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link from 
London to the South West Peninsula  

• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula  
• Faster rail journey times and better connections  
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand  

  
I know that many businesses and communities are experiencing problems. We in the South West 
need your help to put the strongest case to the rest of our Government in advance of the Autumn 
Statement this year.   
  
 
 
 Cllr Peter Sullivan 
 

P.Sullivan 
 



From: Councillor Richard Hosking ���Sent: 21 August 2014 14:24 ���To: 
'private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk' ���Subject: Economic Growth and resilience 
in the South West 

  

Rt Hon George Osborne MP, 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

HM Treasury, 

1 Horse Guards Road, 

London, SW1A 2HQ 

  

  

Dear George 

  

Economic Growth and resilience in the South West 

  

I write in support of the campaign to improve the transport links to the South 
West Peninsula by calling on the Government to invest in six key actions; 

1.            Improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second 
strategic road link from London to the South West Peninsula; 

2.            Reviewing and improving the access and egress from the A38 to take 
into account changes in geographic distribution of the population and economic 
activity;    

3.            A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula with faster 
rail journey times and better connections. 

4.            An improved local railway network (including reopening of the Primrose 
Line) and an  improved timetable for frequency of  services to London from local 
stations including Ivybridge; 

5.            The Dawlish railway line was the site of the Atmospheric Railway 
invented by railway pioneer Isombard Kingdom Brunel. The  modernisation of this 



historic route (including electrification if technically feasible) to provide sufficient 
capacity, train speed, frequency and train quality will be a fitting legacy for this 
great South West engineer; 

6.            Provision of a regional and international airport facility in Plymouth and 
Improvements of  the service from Exeter, including regular low cost shuttle 
services to London Central and/or Heathrow. 

  

The South West looks forward to playing its part in the economic renaissance 
and future prosperity of this Country. 

  

Yours sincerely 

  

Richard 

  

Cllr Richard Hosking BSc (Hons) MRICS FAAV	  



From: SIMON EDWARDS <sfge@btinternet.com> 
Subject: South West infrastructure 
Date: 23 August 2014 18:00:40 BST 
To: "patrick.mcloughlin@dft.gsi.gov.uk" <patrick.mcloughlin@dft.gsi.gov.uk>, 
"private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk" <private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk> 
Cc: "info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk" <info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk>, 
"bradshawb@parliament.uk" <bradshawb@parliament.uk>, 
"brownej@parliament.uk" <brownej@parliament.uk>, 
"oliver.colvile.mp@parliament.uk" <oliver.colvile.mp@parliament.uk>, 
"tellgeoffrey@geoffreycox.co.uk" <tellgeoffrey@geoffreycox.co.uk>, 
"admin@northsomersetconservatives.com" 
<admin@northsomersetconservatives.com>, 
"stephen.gilbert.mp@parliament.uk" <stephen.gilbert.mp@parliament.uk>, 
"andrew.george.mp@parliament.uk" <andrew.george.mp@parliament.uk>, 
"mail@nickharveymp.com" <mail@nickharveymp.com>, "ianlg@parliament.uk" 
<ianlg@parliament.uk>, "sarah.newton.mp@parliament.uk" 
<sarah.newton.mp@parliament.uk>, "jacob.reesmogg.mp@parliament.uk" 
<jacob.reesmogg.mp@parliament.uk>, "sandersa@parliament.uk" 
<sandersa@parliament.uk>, "jamessi@parliament.uk" 
<jamessi@parliament.uk>, "mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk" 
<mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk>, "hugo.swire.mp@parliament.uk" 
<hugo.swire.mp@parliament.uk>, "neil.parish.mp@parliament.uk" 
<neil.parish.mp@parliament.uk> 
Reply-To: SIMON EDWARDS <sfge@btinternet.com> 
 
Sirs and Mesdames, 
Reliable roads and railways are a vital part of everyday life and the provision and 
regular improvement of roads and railways is a responsibility of central 
government even in difficult financial times.  They are particularly vital to the 
economy in the south west and our essential services.  Tourism is a significant 
part of the region’s economy and it is not only affected by the weather, but also 
by the inevitable holdups to traffic on the A303 and the M5 near Bristol, never 
mind further down towards and into Cornwall.   
  
During last winter in the South West Peninsula, we’ve experienced appalling 
disruption to our connectivity with the rest of the UK through extreme 
weather.   At times, Cornwall, Devon and Somerset’s strategic road and rail links 
with the rest of the UK were severed; the M5 and A303 flooded, whilst the loss of 
the sea wall at Dawlish, flooding and landslips along our main rail lines left many 
passengers delayed at best, and stranded on occasion and Cornwall separated 
from the rest of the rail network. 
 
The loss of the railway line at Dawlish highlighted the need for upgrading the 
road system as well as an alternative rail route to get into and out of west Devon 
and Cornwall.  In such circumstances, other English regions are able to be 
accessed even if it involves going by a circuitous route.  The south west is 



different because basically there is only the one way in and out; three sides being 
bordered by sea. The impact on our transport networks has been unlike anything 
encountered in modern times, but it isn’t a one-off.  The Environment Agency and 
the Met Office warn that extreme weather will affect the South West Peninsula 
with increasing regularity in the future. These events will pass, but the chaos they 
leave behind may take months to put right. 
 
The fragility of the South West Peninsula’s strategic transport links has been 
aggravated by decades of under-investment by successive Governments.   The 
piecemeal dualling of the A303 is an example of a lack of commitment by 
government of all colours.  The need for protection of our landscape (Salisbury 
Plain and Blackdown Hills), and our heritage (Stonehenge) is important but so is 
providing a proper safe road to enable people to travel to the south west without 
inevitable traffic hold-ups. 
 
We need to prepare now and make sure the South West Peninsula keeps 
moving in the future so that essential services can function, the economy can 
grow, people can get on with their lives and visitors can continue to enjoy all that 
the South West has to offer. 
 
I believe investment in south west infrastructure (roads and railways) would be a 
tremendous boost to confidence and demonstrate government understanding of 
the issues unique to our region.  
 
 
I ask you to address this issue as a matter of urgency. 
 
Simon Edwards 
Old School, Brushford, Dulverton TA22 9AP 
01398 322954 











  

 

Address: Follaton House, Plymouth Road, Totnes, TQ9 5NE  
or Kilworthy Park, Drake Road, Tavistock, PL19 0BZ 
 
Direct telephone: 01803 861363 
E-Mail: nicola.pavey@swdevon.gov.uk 

The Rt Hon George Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
LONDON 
SW1A 2HQ 

Our ref:  L/JT/PS/NP 
 
10 September 2014 

Dear Chancellor 
 
Investment in Transport Links to the South West 
 
Reliable road and railway connections are a vital part of everyday life and are vital to the 
economy and our essential services.  In the South West Peninsula, we have recently 
experienced major disruption to our connectivity with the rest of the country. 
 
At  times,  South  Hams  and  West  Devon’s  strategic  road  and  rail  links  with  the  UK  are  
severed.  Over the years we have experienced flooding and other extreme weather events 
on the M5 and A303, flooding and landslips along our main rail lines, in addition to the 
recent high profile loss of the sea wall at Dawlish.  Congestion and disruption on the main 
roads is also a common occurrence caused by serious accidents and road works. 
 
This  frequent  disruption  exposes  the  fragility  of  the  South  West  Peninsula’s  strategic  
transport links brought on by decades of under-investment.  The recent impact on our 
transport networks from bad weather has been unlike anything encountered in modern 
times, but it is not a one-off.  We need to make sure that our area keeps moving in the 
future so that essential services can function, the economy can grow, people can get on 
with their lives and visitors can continue to enjoy all that South and West Devon has to 
offer. 
 
We are asking the Government to invest in four key areas that  would  help  Devon’s  
economy: 
 
 Improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link 

from London to the South West Peninsula 
 A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula 
 Faster rail journey times and better connections 
 Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains (both engines and carriages) to meet 

demand 
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Such investment would not only significantly benefit our area but would make a major 
contribution to the economy of the wider South West Peninsula 
 
As Chancellor you will decide how much money  the  Department  for  Transport’s  
priorities will get.  As part of your plans we would urge both yourself and the Secretary of 
State for Transport to take account of the need to support the future economic resilience 
of the South West. 
 

Yours sincerely 

    
 
Councillor John Tucker    Councillor Philip Sanders 
Leader      Leader 
South Hams District Council   West Devon Borough Council 



 
            
            Arms of St Day circa 1580 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, 16 September 2014 your ref: 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
South West peninsula, transport network 
 
I am instructed to write to you by members of the above Parish Council to express their desire 
that you give serious consideration to improving the transport network in the south west 
peninsula when determining your department’s future priorities. 
 
I am sure you will recall the disruption which was caused last winter by the extreme weather 
we experienced which brought about severe problems on the roads in the south west and also 
destroyed part of our fragile rail link at Dawlish, effectively cutting off Cornwall and a large 
chunk of Devon. The south west economy already suffers due to its geographical position and 
last winter’s transport problems caused great difficulties for many south west businesses. 
 
At the time of the disruption various ministers, including the Prime Minister, issued statements 
leading people in the south west to believe that funding would be found to make sure that such 
a situation would never be allowed to happen again and there was confident talk of an 
alternative rail route and an upgraded system; now sadly we find that the talk has stopped and 
there are no signs of improvements. Should we suffer further winters of extreme bad weather, 
and the meteorologists tell us that this is likely, then we shall probably continue to suffer 
disruption on the same scale as last winter. 
 
In order to ensure that the south west does not suffer in future winters we urge you to put 
forward proposals in your future planning to take action in the following areas: 

•       Improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link 
from London to the South West Peninsula 

•       A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula 
•       Faster rail journey times to and from the south west and better connections 
•       Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand 

ST#DAY#PARISH#COUNCIL#
www.stday.org 

 
Clerk: Stephen Edwards Chairman: Cllr John Newcombe 
 Kinsmans Barns   Woodside 
 Mt Pleasant   Tolgullow 
 St Day   St Day 
 Redruth, TR16 5NB   Redruth, TR16 5PD 
 
Tel: 01209 821829 Tel:  01209 820841 
Email: stdaypc@gmail.com  Email:  tolgullow@live.co.uk 
 



Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephen Edwards, 
Parish Clerk. 
 
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 

Cllr John Williams 
Leader of the Council 
The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton TA1 1HE 
Tel 01823 356421 Fax 01823 356329 
email: cllr.j.williams@tauntondeane.gov.uk 

Our Ref:   JRW/EF/ 
Your Ref:   
 

24 September 2014 
Rt Hon G Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
LONDON 
SW1A 2HQ 
 
 
Dear Rt Hon Osborne  
 
South West Resilience Campaign 
 
I am writing to give the full backing of Taunton Deane Borough Council to the above 
campaign, seeking Government support for much needed investments in the South 
West Peninsula’s transport network in this year’s Autumn Statement. 
 
Reliable roads and railways are a vital part of everyday life.  They are vital to the 
economy and our essential services.  But in the South West Peninsula, we have 
experienced appalling disruption to our connectivity with the rest of the UK through 
extreme weather.  At times, Cornwall, Devon and Somerset’s strategic road and rail 
links with the UK were severed; the M5 and A303 flooded, whilst the loss of the sea 
wall at Dawlish, flooding and landslips along our main rail lines, left many 
passengers delayed at best, and stranded on occasion. 
 
The above events have particularly exposed the fragility of our strategic transport 
links.  With such events predicted to occur more regularly in future, it is vital that 
investment decisions are taken now to improve the network, so that essential 
services can function, the economy can grow, people can get on with their lives and 
visitors can enjoy all that the South West has to offer. 
 
Somerset’s County Town of Taunton depends particularly upon the reliability of the 
strategic transport network it is so well connected to, being located on the main line 
railway as well as the two arterial road routes in and out of the South West – the M5 
and the A303/A358/A30.  The extreme weather of 2013/14 caused intolerable 
disruption to people and businesses and, unless major investments are made, it is 
clear that such events represent an increasing threat to lives, prosperity and growth 
in the future. 
 
I therefore wholeheartedly support the call for the Government to invest in four key 
actions: 
 
• Improvements to the A303/A30/A358 to create a reliable second strategic 

road link from London to the South West Peninsula 
• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula 
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Rt Hon G Osborne MP 
 
 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand 
 
Economic Benefits of A358 Improvements 
 
There is a vital economic case for these improvements.  A recent Economic Impact 
Study into the A303/A358/A30 identified that dualling the A358 section would play an 
essential role in delivering the following economic benefits: 
 
• £11bn of the forecast £41.6bn GVA increase from the whole corridor 

improvement 
• £2.2bn of the forecast £11.6bn tourism benefit from the whole corridor 

improvement 
• £2bn of the forecast £6.9bn further employment related impacts from the 

whole corridor improvement 
• £589.4m in direct transport benefits from reduced journey times and road 

casualties. 
 
As well as a presenting a major resilience risk for travel in an out of the South West, 
the current poor standard of the A358 is a continuing throttle on the growth of 
Taunton and the surrounding area.  Dualling the A358 will unlock the potential for a 
strategic employment site close to the M5, creating 4000 new jobs in a range of 
higher value skill sectors.  The site has the strong support of the business 
community, local partners and the LEP and satisfies an identified shortage of good 
quality employment sites in the area. 
 
Taunton Rail Improvements 
 
The recent announcement of a £4.6m investment through the Local Growth Fund will 
transform Taunton Railway Station and was strongly welcomed by residents and the 
wider business community.  We are now working with delivery partners to implement 
these enhancements, starting this financial year.  Government support is essential to 
achieve the maximum return on this investment, by ensuring that Taunton benefits 
from the faster and more frequent services, with sufficient capacity and quality to 
meet demand, which are called for in this campaign. 
 
I am pleased to support the South West Resilience Campaign and would be 
delighted to meet and show you at first hand the issues we are experiencing and 
benefits that Government investment will bring. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
CLLR JOHN WILLIAMS 
Leader of the Council 



 
 
 
 
 

Cllr John Williams 
Leader of the Council 
The Deane House, Belvedere Road, Taunton TA1 1HE 
Tel 01823 356421 Fax 01823 356329 
email: cllr.j.williams@tauntondeane.gov.uk 

Our Ref:   JRW/EF/ 
Your Ref:   
 

24 September 2014 
Rt Hon P McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Great Minister House 
76 Marsham Street 
LONDON 
SW1P 4DR 
 
 
Dear Mr McLoughlin  
 
South West Resilience Campaign 
 
I am writing to give the full backing of Taunton Deane Borough Council to the above 
campaign, seeking Government support for much needed investments in the South 
West Peninsula’s transport network in this year’s Autumn Statement. 
 
Reliable roads and railways are a vital part of everyday life.  They are vital to the 
economy and our essential services.  But in the South West Peninsula, we have 
experienced appalling disruption to our connectivity with the rest of the UK through 
extreme weather.  At times, Cornwall, Devon and Somerset’s strategic road and rail 
links with the UK were severed; the M5 and A303 flooded, whilst the loss of the sea 
wall at Dawlish, flooding and landslips along our main rail lines, left many 
passengers delayed at best, and stranded on occasion. 
 
The above events have particularly exposed the fragility of our strategic transport 
links.  With such events predicted to occur more regularly in future, it is vital that 
investment decisions are taken now to improve the network, so that essential 
services can function, the economy can grow, people can get on with their lives and 
visitors can enjoy all that the South West has to offer. 
 
Somerset’s County Town of Taunton depends particularly upon the reliability of the 
strategic transport network for which it is so well connected, being located on the 
main line railway as well as the two arterial road routes in and out of the South West 
– the M5 and the A303/A358/A30.  The extreme weather of 2013/14 caused 
intolerable disruption to people and businesses and, unless major investments are 
made, it is clear that such events represent an increasing threat to lives, prosperity 
and growth in the future. 
 
I therefore wholeheartedly support the call for the Government to invest in four key 
actions: 
 
• Improvements to the A303/A30/A358 to create a reliable second strategic 

road link from London to the South West Peninsula 
• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula 
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• Faster rail journey times and better connections 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand 
 
Economic Benefits of A358 Improvements 
 
There is a vital economic case for these improvements.  A recent Economic Impact 
Study into the A303/A358/A30 identified that dualling the A358 section would play an 
essential role in delivering the following economic benefits: 
 
• £11bn of the forecast £41.6bn GVA increase from the whole corridor 

improvement 
• £2.2bn of the forecast £11.6bn tourism benefit from the whole corridor 

improvement 
• £2bn of the forecast £6.9bn further employment related impacts from the 

whole corridor improvement 
• £589.4m in direct transport benefits from reduced journey times and road 

casualties. 
 
As well as presenting a major resilience risk for travel in an out of the South West, 
the current poor standard of the A358 is a continuing throttle on the growth of 
Taunton and the surrounding area.  Dualling the A358 will unlock the potential for a 
strategic employment site close to the M5, creating 4000 new jobs in a range of 
higher value skill sectors.  The site has the strong support of the business 
community, local partners and the LEP and satisfies an identified shortage of good 
quality employment sites in the area. 
 
Taunton Rail Improvements 
 
The recent announcement of a £4.6m investment through the Local Growth Fund will 
transform Taunton Railway Station and was strongly welcomed by residents and the 
wider business community.  We are now working with delivery partners to implement 
these enhancements, starting this financial year.  Government support is essential to 
achieve the maximum return on this investment, by ensuring that Taunton benefits 
from the faster and more frequent services, with sufficient capacity and quality to 
meet demand, which are called for in this campaign. 
 
I am pleased to support the South West Resilience Campaign and would be 
delighted to meet and show you at first hand the issues we are experiencing and 
benefits that Government investment will bring. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
CLLR JOHN WILLIAMS 
Leader of the Council 



 

 

Rt	  Hon	  Patrick	  McLoughlin	  MP	  
Secretary	  of	  State	  for	  Transport	  
Department	  for	  Transport	  
Great	  Minster	  House	  
76	  Marsham	  Street	  
London	  
SW1P	  4DR	  
patrick.mcloughlin@dft.gsi.gov.uk	  private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk	  
	  
Rt	  Hon	  George	  Osborne	  MP	  
Chancellor	  of	   the	  Exchequer	  
HM	   Treasury	  
1	  Horse	  Guards	  Road	  
London	  
SW1A	   2HQ	  
private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Dear	  Mr	  McLoughlin	  &	  Mr	  Osborne	  
	  
Support	  for	  the	  South	  West	  Resilience	  Campaign	  
	  
I	  recently	  attended	  a	  Joint	  Area	  Advisory	  Meeting	  of	  Torridge	  District	  Council,	  where	  Devon	  
County	   Council	   Highways	   Department	   gave	   a	   presentation	   informing	   town	   and	   parish	  
councillors	  in	  attendance,	  that	  the	  budget	  for	  road	  maintenance	  is	  being	  cut	  by	  around	  60%	  
over	  the	  next	  several	  years	  due	  to	  the	  lack	  of	  funding.	  	  	  
	  
Severe	  weather	   events	   have	   exposed	   the	   fragility	   of	   the	   South	  West	   Peninsula’s	   strategic	  
transport	   links	  brought	  on	  by	  decades	  of	   under-‐investment.	   	   The	   impact	  on	  our	   transport	  
networks	   has	   been	   unlike	   anything	   encountered	   in	   modern	   times	   and	   -‐	   the	   Met	   Office	  
inform	  us	  -‐	  extreme	  weather	  will	  affect	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula	  with	  increasing	  regularity	  
in	  the	  future.	  	  
	  
Devon	  has	  the	  largest	  road	  network	  of	  any	  county	  in	  England	  and	  it	  is	  already	  evident	  roads	  
are	  deteriorating.	   	  Attendees	  were	   informed	   that	   future	  maintenance	  will	   focus	  only	  on	  A	  
and	  B	  roads	  only	  and	  that	  some	  roads	  were	  to	  be	  down-‐graded	  to	  C	  or	  unclassified	  in	  order	  
to	  take	  them	  out	  of	  the	  maintenance	  programme.	  	  This	  seems	  Machiavellian,	  unsustainable	  
and	   short-‐sighted;	   rural	   communities	   and	   the	   rural	   economy	   (including	   tourism	   -‐	   a	  major	  
economic	   contributor	   -‐	   relying	   heavily	   on	   a	   decent	   road	   network),	   are	   not	   helped	   by	   re-‐
labeling	  roads	  in	  order	  to	  avoid	  repairing	  them.	  
 
I	   would	   urge	   the	   Government	   to	   commit	   vital	   and	   long	   overdue	   investment	   in	   the	   South	  
West	   Peninsula’s	   transport	   network	   in	   this	   year’s	   Autumn	   Statement.	   	   Reliable	   roads	   and	  
railways	  are	  a	  vital	  part	  of	  everyday	  life	  and	  the	  disruption	  to	  our	  connectivity	  with	  the	  rest	  
of	  the	  UK	  through	  extreme	  weather	  is	  becoming	  evident.	  
	  



 

 

In	  support	  of	  the	  campaign,	  I	  urge	  the	  Government	  to	  invest	  in	  four	  key	  actions:	  
	  
• Improvements	   to	   the	   A303/A30/A358	   to	   create	   a	   reliable	   second	   strategic	   road	   link	  

from	  
• London	  to	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula	  
• A	  resilient	  and	  reliable	  railway	  for	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula	  
• Faster	  rail	  journey	  times	  and	  better	  connections	  
• Sufficient	  capacity	  and	  quality	  of	  our	  trains	  to	  meet	  demand	  

	  
The	   rural	   parish	   of	  Winkleigh	   is	   a	   thriving	   Local	   Centre	   in	   the	   heart	   of	  Devon,	   as	   a	   Parish	  
Council,	  we	  urge	  the	  Government	  to	  listen	  to	  local	  communities	  and	  provide	  the	  investment	  
and	  infrastructure	  needed	  for	  them	  to	  continue	  to	  thrive.	  
	  
Yours	  sincerely,	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Gail	  Flockhart	  (Chair)	  
on	  behalf	  of	  Winkleigh	  Parish	  Council	  (Torridge,	  Devon)	  
	  
	  
Copies	  to:	  	  
 
Peter Doyle 
Head of External Affairs  
Devon County Council 
info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk	  
	  
Geoffrey	  Cox	  QC	  MP	  
2	  Bridge	  Chambers	  
Lower	  Bridge	  Street	  
Bideford	  
Devon,	  EX39	  2BU	  
tellgeoffrey@geoffreycox.co.uk	  
 



LOSTWITHIEL TOWN COUNCIL 

Edgcumbe House 

Fore Street 

Lostwithiel  

Cornwall 

PL22 0BL 

 

01208 872323 

 

Dear Secretary of State 

 

Lostwithiel Town Council writes to you in full support of the South West Resilience Campaign to 
lobby for vital and much overdue significant and multiple investments in South West England’s 
transport infrastructure network, with particular reference to resilience in travel to, from and within 
Cornwall. 

 

Successive governments over generations have failed to maintain parity of investment in transport 
with other urban centres and regions of the UK.  The result of this lack of consideration for the needs 
of the economy and people of the South West Peninsula has resulted in a poor trunk road network, 
and very limited mainline rail service throughout the region.  This region has very poor connectivity 
to the rest of the United Kingdom and little resilience in the Strategic network to provide alternative 
routes in the event of prolonged closures. 

 

We very much appreciate the recent announcements of funding for schemes such as the A30 Temple 
duelling scheme, the Cornish Mainline Signalling project, and the Protected Service Status of the 
Newquay to Gatwick air route, and agree that these schemes are a start towards bringing our transport 
infrastructure into the 21st Century.  However, we would still highlight that in comparison to funding 
for schemes announced, proposed or recently completed in other areas of the UK, the per capita spend 
on projects in the South West is vastly disproportionate to that enjoyed elsewhere in the country. 

 

It remains unacceptable for this region to be an afterthought for investment and for any new proposals 
to represent the minimum level needed to provide short term fixes.  The rail network in this region is 
dependent on cascades of equipment that only happen because of new investment elsewhere.  For 
your information, that last rolling stock that was designed and built for the South West peninsula was 
the HST stock some 40 years ago, which hardly represents parity and fairness. 

 



The economies of the counties comprising the South West Peninsula are hugely dependant on 
transport infrastructure to allow effective communication intra and extra region, and the significant 
disruption caused by the severe weather and resulting damage and flooding caused significant 
disruption and losses to the area. 

 

This Council, calls on this government to reverse decades of under investment in the South West’s 
transport infrastructure by fully funding the following schemes. 

• Greater investment in the strategic road network, centred on the full duelling of the A303/ 
A30 route from Penzance to Countess Weir at Stonehenge. 

• Construction of a diversionary rail route from Exeter to Plymouth via Okehampton, building a 
new Parkway Station for Okehampton, giving opportunities for direct London trains for a 
huge population in North Cornwall and North Devon. 

• Far greater consideration for the needs of passengers in the South West Peninsula, over the 
commuter needs of London passengers when designing timetables, the configuration of 
passenger space and setting fares. 

• The provision of sufficient suitable and modern rolling stock for the needs of local and 
regional passengers. 

 

In conclusion, all this Council asks is for parity and fairness in the allocation of what we accept are 
limited available funds.  It continues to be a source of popular annoyance in the region that schemes 
such as HS2 and Cross Rail can be considered of billions of pounds of spending, yet in the South 
West we continue to operate ageing trains with a Victorian signalling system, and have the last stretch 
of single lane trunk road between Penzance and Glasgow. 

 

We trust that the views of this Council and many others throughout the South West Peninsula will be 
fully considered when considering this government’s pre election spending priorities before the 
autumn statement and forthcoming election campaign. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Councillor Tim Hughes 

Lostwithiel Town Council 

 



Begin forwarded message: 
From: "STRIDE, Mel" <mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk> 
Subject: Re: South west resilience 
Date: 8 October 2014 19:06:56 BST 
To: Keyth Richardson <coldridgepcclerk@btinternet.com> 
Cc: "patrick.mcloughlin@dft.gsi.gov.uk" <patrick.mcloughlin@dft.gsi.gov.uk>, 
"private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk" <private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk>, 
"info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk" <info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk> 
 
Dear Keyth 
 
Thank you very much for copying me in on this email. Please do let me know when you get a 
response as I would be very keen to see this. I will continue to fight hard on the issues that you 
have raised and my thanks to your Parish Council for pressing on these matters as well. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Mel 
 
Mel Stride 
Assistant Whip 
MP for Central Devon 
 
 
On 8 Oct 2014, at 03:32 pm, "Keyth Richardson" <coldridgepcclerk@btinternet.com> wrote: 
 
	  	  

Coldridge Parish Council	  
Church Cottage	  

Coldridge	  
Crediton	  

Devon	  
EX17 6AX	  

October 8th 2014	  
 	  
Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP,	  
Secretary of State for Transport,	  
Department for Transport	  
Great Minster House	  
76 Marsham Street	  
London	  
SW1P 4DR	  
 	  
Rt Hon George Osborne MP,	  
Chancellor of the Exchequer,	  
HM Treasury,	  
1 Horse Guards Road,	  
London,	  
SW1A 2HQ	  
 	  
 	  
Dear Sirs,	  
 	  
South West Resilience Campaign	  
 	  



As you will know reliable roads and railways are a vital part of everyday life. They are vital to the 
economy and our essential services. You will have seen on the news the dreadful disruption to 
our connectivity to the rest of the UK, with the Prime Minister himself visiting Dawlish to see the 
damage to the rail link. Coupled with this has been flooding and landslips on other rail-links, as 
well as flooding on the M5 and A303.	  
 	  
At times the rest of the UK was cut off from us.	  
 	  
The South West Peninsula’s has very frail strategic transport links brought on by decades of 
under-investment by successive Governments, and these frail links were broken by the weather. 
The amount of extreme weather has been forecast to increase and it is vital that plans are put in 
place to ensure that the transport infrastructure copes with all the weather can throw at it.	  
 	  
Coldridge Parish Council is particularly concerned with the following points, which they ask you 
ensure are given sufficient money to resolve.	  
 	  

1.     Improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable strategic road link from 
London to the South West Peninsula	  

 	  
2.     A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula, including action to ensure 

trees on the Waterloo line are cut back s they do not fall and hit trains, as is commonly 
occurring	  

 	  
3.     Faster rail journey times and better connections to other parts of the UK	  

 	  
4.     Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand, especially increasing the 

amount of rolling stock on the Tarka Line, as currently there is severe overcrowding on 
some key commuter services.	  

 	  
Yours faithfully	  
 	  
 	  
Keyth E Richardson	  
Clerk to Coldridge Parish Council	  
 	  
cc Mel Stride	  
     Resilience south west	  
	  	  
UK Parliament Disclaimer: This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have 
received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised 
use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no 
liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. 
	  



Salcombe Town Council 
Cliff House  Cliff Road  Salcombe 
South Devon  TQ8 8JQ 
Telephone / Facsimile: (01548) 842282 
Website: www.salcombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Email: gillclaydon@salcombetowncouncil.gov.uk 
Town Clerk: Gill Claydon 
 
Rt Hon George Osbourne NP, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
HM Treasury, 
1 Horse Guards Road, 
London SW1A 2HQ 
 
24th September 2014 
 
 
Dear Mr Osbourne, 
 
South West transport links 
Salcombe Town is located on a peninsula on the southern side of Devon and thus any land 
based journey means travelling a distance before linking onto main routes and transport 
services.  This area however relies heavily on tourism during the main holiday season but in 
fact with second homes, all year round, and must look to all deliveries in and out being 
brought through reliable transport links.  Being the last in the delivery chain causes an 
increase in cost if such networks are delayed or a loss in business through non provision. 
Investment in the South West Peninsula network is imperative for this area and its 
sustainability.  As a fishing community much of its stock trade, such as shellfish, relies on 
being able to be swiftly transported around other counties and further afield and also any 
delay causes disruption to those awaiting such, not just a loss to the provider.  As an area 
that has significantly more property in higher than Band D properties it is a focus for those 
upwardly mobile executives to strive to visit or cohabit with a city property for quality of life 
but they have a need for easy accessibility.  Future provision for networks that serve coastal 
areas are currently vulnerable to the sea and should be proactively planned not reactively 
repaired. 
During the last storms this area was hit along its coastline and significant damage was done 
to businesses, properties and transport networks.  As weather changes occur this area is 
becoming more vulnerable but remain sought after and the ongoing viability of transport 
networks affects the sustainability of this fragile but profitable area. 
Strategic investment in the South West Peninsula’s transport network in this year’s Autumn 
Statement would provide much needed improved road and railway links.  Those who live in 
this area are aware of constraints which they must endure such as main transport networks 
being a distance away.  These are acknowledged on a day to day basis but it is important 
that the ability to travel easily, once on the main routes or networks, between the south west 
towns and other main towns and cities is made quick, reliable and economic.  Ongoing rural 



trade with easy accessibility must achieve the need to attract and serve a wider ever 
changing market.  As the present Government is reliant on and promoting increased 
economic activity decades of under-investment by successive Governments in South West 
and therefore reliable transport should be addressed immediately. 
Whilst overall budgets may be stretched internal investment is wise business sense and 
responsible governance that supports these economic and community needs.  Any lack of 
investment could jeopardise this region in sustaining the aspirations of this Government. 
 
This Town Council supports the drive to provide better services, improved road and railway 
links and sufficient capacity at the right times of the year so that this area can contribute 
through local trade to future improvements through increased business and community 
revenue. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gill Claydon 
Town Clerk 
    



 

 

STOKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Clerk: Mrs Gill Claydon      Highfield, 
Telephone: Kingsbridge (01548 581185)   Kiln Lane, 
Email: clerk@stokenham-pc.gov.uk    Nr. Kingsbridge, 
Website: www.stokenham-pc.gov. uk    Devon TQ7 2SF. 
 
Rt Hon George Osborne MP,                                              
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
HM Treasury,                                           
1 Horse Guards Road,                                                          
London,                                                                  
SW1A 2HQ 
 
24th September 2014 
 
Dear Mr Osborne, 
 
South West transport links 

During the last storms Stokenham Parish was hit along its coastline and significant 
damage was done to businesses, properties and transport networks.  As weather 
changes occur this area is becoming more vulnerable and the ongoing viability of 
transport networks affects the sustainability of this area. 

Thus investment in the South West Peninsula’s transport network in this year’s Autumn 
Statement is needed to provide an adequate and without doubt improved road and 
railway link to this area.  Those who live in this area are aware that living in a rural area 
comes with its bonuses but there are constraints which they must endure such as main 
networks being a distance away.  These are acknowledged on a day to day basis but it 
is important that the ability to travel between the south west towns and other main towns 
and cities is made quick, reliable and economic.  Increasing extreme weather should not 
be allowed to affect ongoing trade and the need to be able to access a wider ever 
changing market.  As the present Government is reliant on and promoting increased 
economic activity decades of under-investment by successive Governments in South 
West transport should be addressed immediately. 

Whilst budgets may be stretched it is good business sense and responsible governance 
that funding is put in right now to improve the network and transport provision.  Any lack 
of investment could jeopardise businesses and community wellbeing in this region 
causing delays and restrictions on family support and access to an elderly population 
together with a loss of income to businesses due to them being cut off from their 
customers so that they would never recover and in future become an economic burden. 
 



 

 

This Parish Council therefore support: 
 

• Improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second strategic road 
link from London to the South West Peninsula 

• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand 

 
This area also relies on tourism all year round and if transport networks to foreign resorts 
are more easily accessed than popular south west venues within this country then that 
source of income will leave this country.  In an ever increasingly competitive market it is 
important to promote and thus keep such income generation locally based.  Future 
provision for coastal networks that are vulnerable to the sea should be proactively 
planned not reactively. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gill Claydon 
Parish Clerk 
 
 
 
 



Westminster Office: 02072 196431 Plymouth Office: 01752 365617                                                                   
Email: alison.seabeck.mp@parliament.uk                          Website: alisonseabeck.org.uk 

 
 

Our Ref: SIJ/GCWS01001 
 Your Ref:  
  
21 August 2014 
 
 
Dear Patrick 
 
Re: South West Transport and Infrastructure 
 
I am writing to you in support of the South West Resilience Campaign for improving our 
transport and infrastructure network. 
 
You will be fully aware of the great difficulties local residents and businesses have 
experienced as a result of the damage to road and rail networks in the South West. 
 
The campaign slogan is resilience and businesses in the South West have demonstrated 
a great deal of that. However, we cannot rely on this resilience to last, if urgent attention 
is not paid to the fragility of our transport network. 
 
The South West, and in particular the Peninsula, has extraordinary business potential and 
it would be an absolute travesty if the Government did not take heed and provide vital 
investment in order for it to flourish and produce, I have no doubt, significant benefit to 
the South West and the rest of the country.  
 
It is understandable that frustration is spreading when there is substantial investment 
into networks in many other parts of the country but the South West features only 
marginally in those plans. 
 
I would therefore urge you to consider the guaranteed benefits of investing in the South 
West road and rail network and ensure that any solutions and plans for improvement are 
not hampered by unnecessary delays.  
 
I look forward to your reply.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Alison Seabeck  
MP for Plymouth Moor View 
 
Cc: South West Resilience Campaign, Chancellor George Osborne 

ALISON SEABECK – MP FOR PLYMOUTH MOOR VIEW 

Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department forTransport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DR 



From: Cllr Reed, Janet 
Sent: 01 September 2014 16:13 
To: private.officehmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk 
Subject: IMPROVEMENT TO THE SOUTH WEST TRANSPORT. 
 
It frequently occurs tome that we are sadly behind the times with our 
infrastructure in the South West. 
 
As a District Councillor I am constantly approached about the traffic on the roads 
in Wellington. As a Town Councillor I see this on a daily basis. Our roads were 
made for horse and carts not cars and lorries and even though we struggle to get 
improvements with every new build this still means more cars on the road without 
great improvement. What is the answer? I believe investment in rail could work. 
We could have a railway station in Wellington as the track is still here. Will 
someone with more influence than myself be able to facilitate this? I do hope so! 
 
Janet Reed (Cons Cllr Wellington Town Council and Taunton Deane Borough 
Council) 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE. 
 
This communication is intended solely for the person (s) or organisation to whom 
it is addressed. It may contain privileged and confidential information and if 
you are not the intended recipient (s), you must not copy, distribute or take 
any action in reliance on it. If you have received this e-mail in error please 
notify the sender and copy the message to itsecurity@tauntondeane.gov.uk 



Dear	  Sirs	  
	  	  
At	  their	  meeting	  last	  night,	  Members	  of	  this	  Parish	  Council	  
resolved	  to	  support	  the	  above	  campaign,	  details	  of	  which	  had	  
been	  provided	  to	  them	  by	  Coast	  Communications	  on	  behalf	  of	  
the	  partnership	  for	  South	  West	  Resilience.	  
	  	  
There	  can	  be	  little	  doubt	  that	  the	  south	  west	  has	  long	  been	  the	  
‘poor	  cousins’	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  traffic	  infrastructure	  and	  they	  
urge	  you	  to	  rectify	  this.	  
	  	  
Thank	  you.	  
	  	  
Gillian	  Thompson	  (Mrs)	  
Parish	  Clerk	  
Grampound	  with	  Creed	  Parish	  Council	  
12	  Bonython	  Drive	  
Grampound	  
TRURO,	  TR2	  4RL	  
	  
Tel:	  01726-‐882145	  
Email:	  clerk@grampound.org.uk	  



From: "Clerk for St Minver Lowlands" <gthompson@stminver-lowlands.org.uk> 
Subject: South West Resilience Campaign  
Date: 2 September 2014 10:41:21 BST 
To: <patrick.mcloughlin@dft.gsi.gov.uk>, 
<private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk> 
Cc: <info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk> 
Reply-To: "Clerk for St Minver Lowlands" <clerk@stminver-lowlands.org.uk> 
 
Dear Sirs 
  
At their meeting last night, Members of this Parish Council resolved to support 
the above campaign, details of which had been provided to them by Coast 
Communications on behalf of the partnership for South West Resilience. 
  
There can be little doubt that the south west has long been the ‘poor cousins’ 
when it comes to traffic infrastructure and they urge you to rectify this. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Gillian Thompson (Mrs) 
Parish Clerk 
St Minver Lowlands Parish Council 
12 Bonython Drive 
Grampound 
TRURO, TR2 4RL 
 
Tel: 01726-882145 
Email: clerk@stminver-lowlands.org.uk 



 

GROUND FLOOR, SARACEN HOUSE, HIGHER MARKET STREET, PENRYN TR10 8HU 
 

Tel:    01326 373086 
Fax:    01326 373004 

Email:  townclerk@penryntowncouncil.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2 September 2014 
 
 
Rt Hon George Osborne MP, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
HM Treasury, 
1 Horse Guards Road, 
London, 
SW1A 2HQ 
 
By email 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Osborne 
 
South West Resilience Campaign 
 
I have been instructed by my Council to write in support of the South West Resilience Campaign for greater 
investment in the South West Peninsula’s transport network in this year’s Autumn Statement. 
 
In particular, we request that the Government invests in the following four key areas: 
 
• improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link from London to the 

South West Peninsula; 
• a resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula; 
• faster rail journey times and better connections; and 
• sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand. 
 
In an area that relies heavily on tourism, transport is especially key to the South West’s economy and if the 
problems that occurred during the winter storms become a regular occurrence, it will have a devastating 
effect in a region that already has some of the most deprived areas in the country. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Penryn Town Council 
  

 
Miss Michelle Davey 
Town Clerk 
 
cc: info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk 
 

PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 

mailto:info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk


 

GROUND FLOOR, SARACEN HOUSE, HIGHER MARKET STREET, PENRYN TR10 8HU 
 

Tel:    01326 373086 
Fax:    01326 373004 

Email:  townclerk@penryntowncouncil.co.uk 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2 September 2014 
 
 
Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
 
By email 
 
 
 
Dear Mr McLoughlin 
 
South West Resilience Campaign 
 
I have been instructed by my Council to write in support of the South West Resilience Campaign for greater 
investment	  in	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula’s	  transport	  network	  in	  this	  year’s	  Autumn	  Statement. 
 
In particular, we request that the Government invests in the following four key areas: 
 
• improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link from London to the 

South West Peninsula; 
• a resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula; 
• faster rail journey times and better connections; and 
• sufficient capacity and quality of our trains to meet demand. 
 
In	  an	  area	  that	  relies	  heavily	  on	  tourism,	  transport	  is	  especially	  key	  to	  the	  South	  West’s	  economy	  and	  if	  the	  
problems that occurred during the winter storms become a regular occurrence, it will have a devastating 
effect in a region that already has some of the most deprived areas in the country. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Penryn Town Council 
  

 
Miss Michelle Davey 
Town Clerk 
 
cc: info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk 
 
 

PENRYN TOWN COUNCIL 

mailto:info@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rt Hon George Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
HM Treasury, 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London 
SW1A 2HQ 
 
9th September 2014 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Re: South West Peninsula’s Transport Network. 
 
I have been asked by my Council to write to you regarding the South West Peninsula’s 
transport network. 
 
As you know this area was virtually cut off by this years adverse weather disrupting the 
whole area and losing vital trade.  Unfortunately adverse weather events are becoming more 
common and unless something is done the area will continue to be cut off from the rest of 
the UK, communities disrupted, essential services suspended and trade lost, effecting the 
economy of the whole area.   
 
Cornwall is one of the poorest counties in the UK, receiving European Funding because of 
its status.  Loss of any business will only make this situation worse.  How can this area 
attract companies to move to an area with such a poor and unreliable transport 
infrastructure?  
 
The only way to change this is for Government to invest in the transport system by improving 
the A303/A30 and A358 to create a reliable second road link from London and other parts of 
the UK.  Provide a new resilient, reliable railway with faster rail journeys, better connections 
and have sufficient capacity and quality of trains to meet demand.  
 
Members would urge you to commit vital investments in the South West Peninsulas 
transport network in this year’s Autumn Statement. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mrs Verna Hedley 
Clerk/RFO 
 
 
C.c.  Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
        Resilience South West. 
 



 
 

 

MADRON PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Councillor Mrs Clare Roberts 

 
Clerk to the Council:      Corner Barn 
        Higher Trevurvas 
Mr W. E. Wilkins      Ashton 
        Helston 
Tel: 01736.762874      Cornwall   
Email: cornerbarn@talktalk.net    TR13 9TZ 
 
Rt. Hon. George Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London 
SW1A 2HQ 
 
10th September 2014 
 
Dear Chancellor 
 
Transport to the South West 
 
We have received a letter from the South West Reliance Campaign which is an 
organisation consisting of various councils and organisations in the south west. I feel 
sure you will be aware of this document. 
 
This was placed before councillors at Madron Parish Council meeting on 4th 
September 2014 and as a result of this I have been instructed to write to you 
confirming the support of this council for this document. 
 
Madron adjoins Penzance right in the south west of this country and is dependent on 
tourism, agriculture and fishing and due to its location access by road is particularly 
important in this beautiful, but somewhat deprived area.. 
 
This council urges you to commit more finance for the road and rail networks. The 
road access is particularly important as the majority of tourists and freight use the 
roads for access to and from this part of the country. We realise the importance of the 
north to south access but it is of paramount importance that access to the south west 
cannot be left behind. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Wib Wilkins 
Clerk to Madron Parish Council. 
 
 



 
 

 

MADRON PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Councillor Mrs Clare Roberts 

 
Clerk to the Council:      Corner Barn 
        Higher Trevurvas 
Mr W. E. Wilkins      Ashton 
        Helston 
Tel: 01736.762874      Cornwall   
Email: cornerbarn@talktalk.net    TR13 9TZ 
 
Rt. Hon. Patrick McLoughlin 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department of Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
 
10th September 2014 
 
Dear Minister 
 
Transport to the South West 
 
We have received a letter from the South West Reliance Campaign which is an 
organisation consisting of various councils and organisations in the south west, and I 
am sure you are aware of this document. 
 
This was placed before councillors at Madron Parish Council meeting on 4th 
September 2014 and as a result of this I have been instructed to write to you 
confirming the support of this council for this document. 
 
Madron is right at the south west of this country and is dependent on tourism, 
agriculture and fishing and due its geographical location access by road and rail is 
particularly important in what is a somewhat deprived area. 
 
This council urges you to take regard to this document and give strong support for 
extra finance for the rail and road network. The road access is particularly important 
as this is where the majority of tourists and freight access this beautiful, but deprived, 
part of the country. 
 
We realise the importance of the north to south access but it is of paramount 
importance that access to the south west cannot be left behind. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Wib Wilkins 
Clerk to Madron Parish Council 
 



LUDGVAN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
  

 

 

 

  11/09/2014 

   

 

 

 

Dear Mr McLoughlin, 

At its meeting on 10th September the parish council debated a letter received from the South West 
Resilience Campaign urging us to support a call for investment in the regions transport network in this 
year's Autumn Statement. 

Parts of the sea wall adjacent to the main railway line were severely damaged during the storms 
earlier this year and it is not difficult to envisage a similar incident to that which occurred in Dawlish 
happening in West Cornwall. 

As a parish in the most isolated part of the region we fully support this call for much needed 
investment. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

S P Hudson 
Clerk to Ludgvan Parish Council 

Chairman: 
Councillor Richard Sargeant 
Clerk to the Council: 
Steve Hudson 

Brynmor, 
St Ives Road, Carbis Bay, 
St Ives, Cornwall TR26 2SF 
(01736) 799637 
ludgvanclerk@btinternet.com 
www.ludgvan.org.uk 
 

Rt. Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department of Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DR 
 

mailto:ludgvanclerk@btinternet.com
http://www.ludgvan.org.uk/


LUDGVAN PARISH COUNCIL 
 
  

 

 

 

  11/09/2014 

   

 

 

 

Dear Mr Osborne, 

At its meeting on 10th September the parish council debated a letter received from the South West 
Resilience Campaign urging us to support a call for investment in the regions transport network in this 
year's Autumn Statement. 

Parts of the sea wall adjacent to the main railway line were severely damaged during the storms 
earlier this year and it is not difficult to envisage a similar incident to that which occurred in Dawlish 
happening in West Cornwall. 

As a parish in the most isolated part of the region we fully support this call for much needed 
investment. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

S P Hudson 
Clerk to Ludgvan Parish Council 

Chairman: 
Councillor Richard Sargeant 
Clerk to the Council: 
Steve Hudson 

Brynmor, 
St Ives Road, Carbis Bay, 
St Ives, Cornwall TR26 2SF 
(01736) 799637 
ludgvanclerk@btinternet.com 
www.ludgvan.org.uk 
 

Rt. Hon George Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1, Horse Guards Road 
London SW1A 2HQ 
 

mailto:ludgvanclerk@btinternet.com
http://www.ludgvan.org.uk/


Anne-Marie Morris, MP 
House of Commons,  
London,  
SW1A 0AA 
 
 
 

 
My Ref: CNCL/LTRS/PAR Your Ref:   Date: 11th September 2014 
 
 
Dear Ms Morris, 
 
SOUTH WEST RESILIENCE CAMPAIGN 
 
I write on behalf of the Council in expressing its support for The Partnership for South West 
Resilience campaign urgently persuading the Government to commit vital and long overdue 
investments in the South West Peninsula’s transport network in this year’s Autumn Statement. 
 
In particular, the Campaign is calling on the Government to invest in four key actions: 
 

• Improvements to the A303/ A30/ A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link from 
London to the South West Peninsula 

• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains and rolling stock to meet demand 

 
Reliable roads and railways are a vital part of everyday life. They are vital to the economy and our 
essential services. But in the South West Peninsula, we’ve experienced appalling disruption to our 
connectivity with the rest of the UK through extreme weather. 
 
At times, Cornwall, Devon and Somerset’s strategic road and rail links with the UK were severed; the 
M5 and A303 flooded, whilst the loss of the sea wall at Dawlish, flooding and landslips along our main 
rail lines left many passengers delayed at best, and stranded on occasion. This has exposed the 
fragility of the South West Peninsula’s strategic transport links brought on by decades of under-
investment. 
 
The impact on our transport networks has been unlike anything encountered in modern times, but it 
isn’t a one-off. The Environment Agency and the Met Office warn that extreme weather will affect the 
South West Peninsula with increasing regularity in the future. These events will pass, but the chaos 
they leave behind may take months to put right. Preparations need to be made now to ensure the 
South West Peninsula keeps moving in the future so that essential services can function, the 
economy can grow, people can get on with their lives and visitors can continue to enjoy all that the 
South West has to offer. 
 

The Town Council hopes you will be able to support this Campaign. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Philip Rowe 

Town Clerk 



Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP,                                 Rt Hon George Osborne MP,!
Secretary of State for Transport,                                Chancellor of the Exchequer,     !
Department for Transport,                                          HM Treasury,!
Great Minster House,                                                 1 Horse Guards Road,!
76 Marsham Street,                                                    London,  !
London,                                                                      SW1A 2HQ!
SW1P 4DR!
 !
Dear Chancellor and Dear Secretary of State, 
  
I write a short plea for the South West of England. 
One can travel from The M25 by dual carriageway/motorway  to: 

·         the Channel Ports 
·         South Coast Ports (Portsmouth; Southampton) multiple ways 
·         Scotland (Glasgow; Edinburgh) multiple ways via the Midland and 

Northern Cities and Ports 
·         Wales multiple ways. 

  
But the South West is only accessible (so far) by road via the busy M4/M5/A30 whilst 
the direct A303 route from M25 or A34/A303 South Coast ports is ‘bottlenecked’ by 
single carriageway stretches from Stonehenge to Honiton (via the trunk road A303). 
  
And the southern (SW trains) rail route to Exeter and beyond is blighted by single 
track stretches after Salisbury and is vulnerable to coastal storm damage after 
Exeter. 
  
This is real evidence of neglect, not just to residents and businesses but also to large 
numbers  of British and European business and tourist visitors – where the latter 
would be forgiven if they thought that the South West was a disadvantaged and half-
forgotten area. 
  
Recommendations 
  
As a matter of urgency and as essential infrastructure investment: 
  

·         Address the dualling of the A303, and 
·         Bring the rail links to a modern standard. 

  
  
Yours aye, 
PJ 
Peter Johnson 
Peter Johnson PJ Limited 
4 Manor Court Horsington Somerset BA8 0ET 

M. 07827 291537 E. peterjohnsonpj@btinternet.com Company reg. 
06679423 
!!



LITTLEHAM & LANDCROSS PARISH COUNCIL.	   	  
	  

All correspondence to: Clerk to Littleham & Landcross Parish Council, Venn Farm, 
Rectory Lane, Instow. EX39 4LZ.  
E-mail:danestanley@breathe.com. T: 01271-860286. M: 0797 491 7779. 
	  

The Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department of Transport 
Great Minster House 
76, Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DR   
        
Dear	  Sir,	   	   	   	   	   	   	   12th	  September,	  2014.	  
	  
SOUTH	  WEST	  RESILIENCE	  CAMPAIGN.	  
	  
We	  urgently	  require	  the	  Government	  to	  commit	  vital	  and	  long	  overdue	  investments	  in	  
the	  South	  West	  Peninsula’s	  transport	  network	  in	  this	  year’s	  Autumn	  Statement.	  
	  
Reliable	  roads	  and	  railways	  are	  a	  vital	  part	  of	  everyday	  life.	  They	  are	  vital	  to	  the	  
economy	  and	  our	  essential	  services.	  But	  in	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula,	  we’ve	  experienced	  
appalling	  disruption	  to	  our	  connectivity	  with	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  UK	  through	  extreme	  
weather.	  
At	  times,	  Cornwall,	  Devon	  and	  Somerset’s	  strategic	  road	  and	  rail	  links	  with	  the	  UK	  were	  
severed;	  the	  M5	  and	  A303	  flooded,	  whilst	  the	  loss	  of	  the	  sea	  wall	  at	  Dawlish,	  flooding	  
and	  landslips	  along	  our	  main	  rail	  lines	  left	  many	  passengers	  delayed	  at	  best,	  and	  
stranded	  on	  occasion.	  
	  
This	  has	  exposed	  the	  fragility	  of	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula’s	  strategic	  transport	  links	  
brought	  on	  by	  decades	  of	  under-‐investment	  by	  successive	  Governments.	  	  
	  
The	  campaign	  is	  calling	  on	  the	  Government	  to	  invest	  in	  four	  key	  actions:	  
	  
•	  Improvements	  to	  the	  A303/	  A30/	  A358	  to	  create	  a	  reliable	  second	  strategic	  road	  link	  
from	  
London	  to	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula	  
•	  A	  resilient	  and	  reliable	  railway	  for	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula	  
•	  Faster	  rail	  journey	  times	  and	  better	  connections	  
•	  Sufficient	  capacity	  and	  quality	  of	  our	  trains	  to	  meet	  demand	  
	  
Yours	  

Dane Stanley 

H	  E	  Stanley	  
Clerk	  to	  the	  Parish	  Council.	  
 
CC:	  Rt	  Hon	  George	  Osborne	  MP,	  Chancellor	  of	  the	  Exchequer,	  HM	  Treasury.	  



MORVAL	  PARISH	  COUNCIL	  
	  
Parish	  Clerk	   Lynnette	  Sutton	   	   	   	   	   	   Elnor	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Tremabe	  Lane	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Dobwalls	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Cornwall	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   PL14	  6JT	  
	  
Tel:	   01579	  326152	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   email:	   morvalparish@aol.com	  	  
	   	   	  
	  
Rt	  Hon	  Patrick	  McLoughlin	  MP 
Secretary	  of	  State	  for	  Transport	  
Department	  for	  Transport	  
Great	  Minster	  House	  
76	  Marsham	  Street	  
London	  
SW1P	  4DR	  	  
	  
12th	  September	  2014	  
	  
Dear	  Sir	  
	  
At	  its	  recent	  meeting	  held	  on	  the	  3rd	  September,	  Morval	  Parish	  Council	  agreed	  that	  I	  should	  write	  on	  its	  behalf	  to	  make	  
you	  aware	  that	  it	  offers	  its	  full	  support	  to	  the	  South	  West	  Resilience	  Campaign.	  	  
	  
The	  council	  would	  respectfully	  request	  that	  you	  consider	  the	  following	  statement	  made	  by	  the	  Campaign	  Group	  and	  
support	  investment	  into	  the	  South	  West’s	  transport	  network	  when	  the	  matter	  is	  considered	  by	  Government.	  
	  
“Reliable	  roads	  and	  railways	  are	  a	  vital	  part	  of	  everyday	  life.	  They	  are	  vital	  to	  the	  economy	  and	  our	  essential	  services.	  But	  
in	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula,	  we’ve	  experienced	  appalling	  disruption	  to	  our	  connectivity	  with	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  UK	  through	  
extreme	  weather.	  
	  	  
At	  times,	  Cornwall,	  Devon	  and	  Somerset’s	  strategic	  road	  and	  rail	  links	  with	  the	  UK	  were	  severed;	  the	  M5	  and	  A303	  
flooded,	  whilst	  the	  loss	  of	  the	  sea	  wall	  at	  Dawlish,	  flooding	  and	  landslips	  along	  our	  main	  rail	  lines	  left	  many	  passengers	  
delayed	  at	  best,	  and	  stranded	  on	  occasion.	  
	  	  
This	  has	  exposed	  the	  fragility	  of	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula’s	  strategic	  transport	  links	  brought	  on	  by	  decades	  of	  under-‐
investment	  by	  successive	  Governments.”	  
	  	  
	  
Yours	  Faithfully	  
	  
	  
	  
Lynnette	  Sutton	  
	  
	  
	  
Copied	  to	  Resilience	  South	  West	  	  



MORVAL	  PARISH	  COUNCIL	  
	  
Parish	  Clerk	   Lynnette	  Sutton	   	   	   	   	   	   Elnor	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Tremabe	  Lane	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Dobwalls	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Cornwall	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   PL14	  6JT	  
	  
Tel:	   01579	  326152	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   email:	   morvalparish@aol.com	  	  
	   	   	  
	  
Rt	  Hon	  George	  Osborne 
Chancellor	  of	  the	  Exchequer	  
HM	  Treasury	  
1	  Horse	  Guards	  Road	  
London	  
London	  
SW1A	  2HQ	  	  
	  
12th	  September	  2014	  
	  
Dear	  Sir	  
	  
At	  its	  recent	  meeting	  held	  on	  the	  3rd	  September,	  Morval	  Parish	  Council	  agreed	  that	  I	  should	  write	  on	  its	  behalf	  to	  make	  
you	  aware	  that	  it	  offers	  its	  full	  support	  to	  the	  South	  West	  Resilience	  Campaign.	  	  
	  
The	  council	  would	  respectfully	  request	  that	  you	  consider	  the	  following	  statement	  made	  by	  the	  Campaign	  Group	  and	  
support	  investment	  into	  the	  South	  West’s	  transport	  network	  when	  the	  matter	  is	  considered	  by	  Government.	  
	  
“Reliable	  roads	  and	  railways	  are	  a	  vital	  part	  of	  everyday	  life.	  They	  are	  vital	  to	  the	  economy	  and	  our	  essential	  services.	  But	  
in	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula,	  we’ve	  experienced	  appalling	  disruption	  to	  our	  connectivity	  with	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  UK	  through	  
extreme	  weather.	  
	  	  
At	  times,	  Cornwall,	  Devon	  and	  Somerset’s	  strategic	  road	  and	  rail	  links	  with	  the	  UK	  were	  severed;	  the	  M5	  and	  A303	  
flooded,	  whilst	  the	  loss	  of	  the	  sea	  wall	  at	  Dawlish,	  flooding	  and	  landslips	  along	  our	  main	  rail	  lines	  left	  many	  passengers	  
delayed	  at	  best,	  and	  stranded	  on	  occasion.	  
	  	  
This	  has	  exposed	  the	  fragility	  of	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula’s	  strategic	  transport	  links	  brought	  on	  by	  decades	  of	  under-‐
investment	  by	  successive	  Governments.”	  
	  	  
	  
Yours	  Faithfully	  
	  
	  
	  
Lynnette	  Sutton	  
	  
	  
	  
Copied	  to	  Resilience	  South	  West	  	  



 
 

St. Gennys Parish Council, 
Legion Hall, St Gennys, Bude, EX23 0NS. 

 
  Esther Greig   Clerk to St Gennys Parish Council  Tel: 01840230141 

Email:  esther.stgennysparish@yahoo.co.uk 
 

South West Resilience Campaign 
 

Dear Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin, 
 
Following the latest meeting, the Parish Council has asked me to contact you 
regarding the South West Peninsula’s transport network.   
 
The PC had already been discussing the potential reinstatement of the Exeter to 
Okehampton section of the railway.  The PC feels that this would greatly help 
tourists visit and businesses compete,  in our, very rural, North Cornwall.  The 
economic stimulus would encourage new businesses and jobs in the area, and 
ease travel for those who commute to Plymouth and Exeter for work. 
 
The PC fully support  the aims of the South West Resilience Campaign and hope 
that you will consider investment in some or all of its four key actions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Esther  Greig  
 
Esther Greig 
Clerk  



 
 

St. Gennys Parish Council, 
Legion Hall, St Gennys, Bude, EX23 0NS. 

 
  Esther Greig   Clerk to St Gennys Parish Council  Tel: 01840230141 

Email:  esther.stgennysparish@yahoo.co.uk 
 

South West Resilience Campaign 
 

Dear Rt Hon George Osborne, 
 
Following the latest meeting, the Parish Council has asked me to contact you 
regarding the South West Peninsula’s transport network.   
 
The PC had already been discussing the potential reinstatement of the Exeter to 
Okehampton section of the railway.  The PC feels that this would greatly help 
tourists visit and businesses compete,  in our, very rural, North Cornwall.  The 
economic stimulus would encourage new businesses and jobs in the area, and 
ease travel for those who commute to Plymouth and Exeter for work. 
 
The PC fully support  the aims of the South West Resilience Campaign and hope 
that you will consider investment in some or all of its four key actions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Esther  Greig  
 
Esther Greig 
Clerk  



Whitstone	  Parish	  Council	  
Trelay	  Farm,	  St.Gennys,	  Bude,	  EX23	  0NJ	  

Esther	  Greig	  	   	   Clerk	  to	  Whitstone	  Parish	  Council	   	   	  Tel:	  01840230141	  

Email:	  clerk@whitstonevillage.com	  

 

14th September 2014 

Dear Rt Hon George Osborne, 

South West Resilience Campaign 

Following the latest meeting, the Parish Council has asked me to contact you regarding the 
South West Peninsula’s transport network.   

The PC discussed the potential reinstatement of the Exeter to Okehampton section of the 
railway.  The PC feels that this would greatly help tourists visit and businesses compete,  in our, 
very rural, North Cornwall.  The economic stimulus would encourage new businesses and jobs 
in the area, and ease travel for those who commute to Plymouth and Exeter for work. 

The PC fully support  the aims of the South West Resilience Campaign and hope that you will 
consider investment in some or all of its four key actions. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Esther  Greig  

	  
Esther	  Greig	  	  
Clerk	  to	  Whitstone	  Parish	  Council	  
	  



Whitstone	  Parish	  Council	  
Trelay	  Farm,	  St.Gennys,	  Bude,	  EX23	  0NJ	  

Esther	  Greig	  	   	   Clerk	  to	  Whitstone	  Parish	  Council	   	   	  Tel:	  01840230141	  

Email:	  clerk@whitstonevillage.com	  

 

17th September 2014 

Dear Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP, 

South West Resilience Campaign 

Following the latest meeting, the Parish Council has asked me to contact you regarding the 
South West Peninsula’s transport network.   

The PC discussed the potential reinstatement of the Exeter to Okehampton section of the 
railway.  The PC feels that this would greatly help tourists visit and businesses compete,  in our, 
very rural, North Cornwall.  The economic stimulus would encourage new businesses and jobs 
in the area, and ease travel for those who commute to Plymouth and Exeter for work. 

The PC fully support  the aims of the South West Resilience Campaign and hope that you will 
consider investment in some or all of its four key actions. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Esther  Greig  

	  
Esther	  Greig	  	  
Clerk	  to	  Whitstone	  Parish	  Council	  
	  



N O R T H  C U R R Y  P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  
 
Chairman – Mrs C D Stodgell 

 
Clerk – Mrs. Barbara Wellwood 

 
Rt. Hon. Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Dept. for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London   SW1P DR 

Please reply to : North Curry Parish Council 
Town Farm Community Stable 
Town Farm, North Curry 
Taunton  
Somerset, TA3 6NP 
 
Telephone :  01823 490136 
e-mail : parishcouncil@northcurry.com 

 
23rd September 2014 

 
 
Dear Mr McLoughlin 
 
North Curry Parish Council wish to support in the strongest terms calls for the Government to 
commit to vital and long overdue investments into the South West’s transport network.  
Located as we are, close to the A358 link road between the A303 and Junction 25 of the M5, 
we see at first hand the dire need to improve the transport infrastructure, not just for the sake 
of local businesses and the local economy, but also for the welfare of those living in the area.  
All are affected by poor road and rail links which cause uneccessary delays, stress and costs 
and you are urged to support calls to invest in the following: 
 

• Improvements to the A303/A30/A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link 
from London to the South West. 

• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West. 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections. 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of trains to meet demand.   

 
The Parish Council look forward to your support in this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
B. Wellwood 
 
B. Wellwood (Mrs) 
Parish Clerk, North Curry Parish Council  



Name:	  Kingsbridge	  Town	  Council	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  clerk@kingsbridge.gov.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
At	  the	  meeting	  of	  Kingsbridge	  Town	  Council	  held	  on	  9	  September	  2014	  members	  
received	  a	  request	  from	  Devon	  County	  Council	  and	  Coast	  Communications	  to	  back	  
their	  quest	  for	  central	  government	  to	  commit	  investment	  into	  the	  south	  west	  
peninsula's	  transport	  network.	  	  It	  was	  resolved	  to	  wholeheartedly	  support	  the	  South	  
West	  Resilience	  campaign.	  
	  



Name:	  Musbury	  Parish	  Council	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
clerk@musbury.eastdevon.gov.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
It	  is	  clear	  that	  the	  gulf	  between	  London	  and	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  country	  is	  widening.	  In	  
rural	  areas	  such	  as	  ours	  we	  have	  to	  make	  do	  with	  communications	  services	  that	  are	  
so	  far	  behind	  those	  available	  to	  people	  living	  in	  London	  and	  the	  South	  East.	  It	  is	  
important	  that	  citizens	  of	  England	  should	  have	  greater	  parity	  of	  national	  services.	  
Obviously	  the	  capital	  will	  always	  be	  better	  served	  but	  the	  SW	  residents	  are	  not	  
second	  class	  citizens	  -‐	  look	  at	  the	  per	  capita	  transport	  spend	  in	  this	  area	  cf	  with	  that	  
of	  London.	  There	  will	  always	  be	  a	  differential	  but	  this	  much	  is	  ridiculous.	  All	  areas	  of	  
the	  Uk	  need	  to	  be	  productive	  and	  contribute.	  To	  do	  this	  we	  need	  the	  infrastructure.	  
Green	  fields	  and	  beautiful	  scenery	  do	  not	  compensate	  for	  third-‐world	  services.	  We	  
need	  integrated	  transport	  links	  and	  RELIABLE	  broadband.	  We	  do	  not	  want	  a	  winter	  
like	  last	  year.	  If	  the	  Home	  Counties	  were	  cut	  off	  the	  response	  would	  be	  much	  more	  
immediate.	  Choice	  is	  all	  important	  	  so	  that	  if	  one	  route	  or	  network	  fails	  another	  is	  
available.	  Otherwise	  it	  is	  like	  villages	  of	  yore	  -‐	  stuck	  in	  one	  place	  with	  no	  outside	  
connections.	  
	  



 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
From: Hugh Thomas CDPC <hughthomascdpc@gmail.com> 
Subject: Infrastructure Investment in The South West Region 
Date: 1 October 2014 13:50:03 GMT+01:00 
To: patrick.mcloughlin@dft.gsi.gov.uk, private.office@hmtreasury.gsi.gov.uk 
Cc: david@davidwarburton.org.uk 
 
Residents of the South West Region (SWR) of England are increasingly concerned by  the 
invisibility of our infrastructure needs at the Government and ministries in Westminster. The 
investment divide between the South East and the South West is accelerating ! 

A comparison with our  neighbouring region of  Wales and the resources it receives puts the 
situation in sharp relief. The main road to London from Wales is the M4 which is considerably 
superior  compared with the South West Region’s main A road to  London, the A303 which in 
parts remain below B road specifications. 

We are expected be grateful for the long overdue elastoplast investment to raise our roads 
above the flood waters in Somerset or place rails behind a rebuilt sea wall at Dawlish 
following neglect and underinvestment.  The reality is that there is an urgent need for the re-
engineering of infrastructure throughout the South West Region to meet the 21st Century 
demands of the countries fastest growing region by population.  This could contribute 
considerably to employment and wealth creation in the region. 

The Great Western Fraud 

Full page advertisements from Network Rail and First Great Western have appeared in 
todays Times with the banner headline  “The spirit of Brunel will help us build a greater 
west”.  It would appear the ‘spirit’ that is being alluded to  in the advertisement is not the 
undoubted engineering prowess but accompanying hype and misrepresentation of Brunel’s 
projects which should have no place in this modern age. 

The electrification and station improvements are conspicuous by the absence of commitment 
to the services to the South West Region  that go mostly via Westbury, Taunton, Exeter , 
Plymouth – see 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/thegreatwestern/ 

The UK was the last EU country using steam locomotion, a record the Department of 
Transport looks to want repeat with Diesels in the south west region. “The most efficient, cost 
effective and environmentally sound rolling stock solution is electric only trains, however, it is 
acknowledged that significant parts of the network, for example services to the South West 
are not currently earmarked for an electrification upgrade and as such will have to be serviced 
by diesel powered units.” 

Much was made of the infrastructure investment to be made at Hinckley Point C together with 
the spin off benefits but after four more years of talk, construction of the power station is yet to 
proceed. In China a nuclear power station goes from concept to completion in five years! 

As we approach  the next election, as in previous elections,  prospective parliamentary 
candidates voice  support  for investment in South West Infrastructure.  Candidates should be 
aware of the poor track record of delivery to a sceptical South West Region and that 
governments and MPs are judged not by what they say but what they do and the effect of the 
distrust could have on their electability. 



Name:	  Philip	  Talbot	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
Your	  request	  for	  support	  for	  the	  South	  West	  Resilience	  Campaign	  was	  considered	  at	  
a	  meeting	  of	  Stoodleigh	  Parish	  Council	  held	  last	  evening.	  Stoodleigh	  is	  a	  small	  rural	  
parish	  served	  well	  by	  the	  M5	  motorway	  and	  the	  A361	  North	  Devon	  Link	  Road.	  Rail	  
services	  are	  available	  at	  Tiverton	  Junction,	  Exeter	  or	  Taunton.	  As	  such	  we	  are	  
fortunate	  in	  that	  our	  parish	  is	  not	  directly	  affected	  by	  issues	  of	  road	  and	  rail	  
resilience.	  Nevertheless,	  the	  Parish	  Council	  understand	  the	  problems	  faced	  by	  the	  
Cities,	  Towns	  and	  Parishes	  further	  to	  the	  west	  of	  us	  and	  supports	  the	  call	  for	  further	  
investment	  by	  the	  Government	  to	  address	  these	  issues.	  
	  
Whilst	  we	  accept	  that	  significant	  investment	  is	  being	  made	  in	  the	  provision	  of	  super	  
fast	  broadband	  in	  rural	  parts	  of	  Devon	  and	  Somerset,	  this	  is	  still	  an	  issues	  about	  
which	  I,	  as	  Chairman	  of	  the	  Parish	  Council,	  receive	  comments	  on	  a	  regular	  basis.	  The	  
message	  that	  I	  get	  is	  that	  this	  is	  a	  major	  obstacle	  for	  many	  rural	  businesses	  and	  that	  
investment	  must	  continue	  so	  that	  the	  roll	  out	  can	  proceed	  as	  swiftly	  as	  possible.	  
	  
Philip	  Talbot	  
Chairman,	  Stoodleigh	  Parish	  Council	  
	  



  

 

 
THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR 
CLLR CHRISTINE MARSH 
 

22 October 2014 
The Rt Hon George Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
LONDON  SW1A 2HQ 
 
Dear Sir 
 
FUTURE ECONOMIC RESILIENCE OF THE SOUTH WEST PENINSULA 
 
The meeting of West Devon Borough Council on 7 October 2014, a motion was brought by 
Councillors Sanders and Ball in support of the future economic resilience of the South 
West Peninsula by investing in improved strategic road and rail transport links. 
 
As a consequence, the Council resolved that:- 
 
This Council calls upon the Secretary of State for Transport and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to support the future economic resilience of the South West Peninsula by 
investing in improved strategic road and rail transport links. 

 
Our area is frequently cut off from the rest of the country because strategic transport links 
are adversely affected by severe weather, accidents or maintenance works.  An efficient 
and integrated transport infrastructure is critical to ensure essential services function and 
the economy can grow. 

 
We ask the Government to invest in four key areas to help Devon’s economy: 
 

• Improvements to the A303/A30/A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link 
from London to the South West Peninsula; 

• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula; 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections; 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains (both engines and carriages) to meet 

demand.’ 
 

The Council would welcome your response on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Cllr Christine Marsh 
The Worshipful The Mayor of West Devon 
 



  

 

 
THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR 
CLLR CHRISTINE MARSH 
 

22 October 2014 
The Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
LONDON  SW1P 4DR 
 
Dear Sir 
 
FUTURE ECONOMIC RESILIENCE OF THE SOUTH WEST PENINSULA 
 
At the meeting of West Devon Borough Council on 7 October 2014, a motion was brought 
by Councillors Sanders and Ball in support of the future economic resilience of the South 
West Peninsula by investing in improved strategic road and rail transport links. 
 
As a consequence, the Council resolved that:- 
 
This Council calls upon the Secretary of State for Transport and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to support the future economic resilience of the South West Peninsula by 
investing in improved strategic road and rail transport links. 

 
Our area is frequently cut off from the rest of the country because strategic transport links 
are adversely affected by severe weather, accidents or maintenance works.  An efficient 
and integrated transport infrastructure is critical to ensure essential services function and 
the economy can grow. 

 
We ask the Government to invest in four key areas to help Devon’s economy: 
 

• Improvements to the A303/A30/A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link 
from London to the South West Peninsula; 

• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula; 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections; 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains (both engines and carriages) to meet 

demand.’ 
 

The Council would welcome your response on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Cllr Christine Marsh 
The Worshipful The Mayor of West Devon 
 



 
 

 
 

Please reply to:  Mrs Sue Amos 
Member Services 
South Hams District Council 
Follaton House 
Plymouth Road 
TOTNES 
Devon TQ9 5NE 
E-Mail:  sue.amos@southhams.gov.uk 

 
17 October 2014 
 
The Rt Hon George Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
LONDON 
SW1A 2HQ 
 
Dear Sir 
 
FUTURE ECONOMIC RESILIENCE OF THE SOUTH WEST PENINSULA 
 
At the meeting of South Hams District Council on 2 October 2014, a motion was 
brought by Councillors Tucker and Hicks in support of the future economic resilience 
of the South West Peninsula by investing in improved strategic road and rail transport 
links. 
 
As a consequence, the Council resolved that:- 
 
This Council calls on the Secretary of State for Transport and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to support the future economic resilience of the South West Peninsula by 
investing in improved strategic road and rail transport links. 

 
Our area is frequently cut off from the rest of the country because strategic transport 
links are adversely affected by severe weather, accidents or maintenance works.  
Efficient transport is critical to ensure essential services function and the economy can 
grow. 

 
We ask the Government to invest in four key areas to help Devon’s economy: 

 
• Improvements to the A303/A30/A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link 

from London to the South West Peninsula; 
• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula that safeguards and 

reinforces the southern rail route, which is so vital to the South Devon economy; 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections; 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains (both engines and carriages) to meet 

demand. 
  
The Council would welcome your response on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Cllr P Hitchins 
Chairman of South Hams District Council 



 
 

 
 

Please reply to:  Mrs Sue Amos 
Member Services 
South Hams District Council 
Follaton House 
Plymouth Road 
TOTNES 
Devon TQ9 5NE 
E-Mail:  sue.amos@southhams.gov.uk 

 
17 October 2014 
 
The Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
LONDON SW1P 4DR 
     
Dear Sir 
 
FUTURE ECONOMIC RESILIENCE OF THE SOUTH WEST PENINSULA 
 
At the meeting of South Hams District Council on 2 October 2014, a motion was 
brought by Councillors Tucker and Hicks in support of the future economic resilience 
of the South West Peninsula by investing in improved strategic road and rail transport 
links. 
 
As a consequence, the Council resolved that:- 
 
This Council calls on the Secretary of State for Transport and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to support the future economic resilience of the South West Peninsula by 
investing in improved strategic road and rail transport links. 

 
Our area is frequently cut off from the rest of the country because strategic transport 
links are adversely affected by severe weather, accidents or maintenance works.  
Efficient transport is critical to ensure essential services function and the economy can 
grow. 

 
We ask the Government to invest in four key areas to help Devon’s economy: 

 
• Improvements to the A303/A30/A358 to create a reliable second strategic road link 

from London to the South West Peninsula; 
• A resilient and reliable railway for the South West Peninsula that safeguards and 

reinforces the southern rail route, which is so vital to the South Devon economy; 
• Faster rail journey times and better connections; 
• Sufficient capacity and quality of our trains (both engines and carriages) to meet 

demand. 
  
The Council would welcome your response on this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Cllr P Hitchins 
Chairman of South Hams District Council 





   
 
 
13th October 2014 
 
 
Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP,  
Secretary of State for Transport,  
Department for Transport,  
Great Minster House,  
76 Marsham Street,  
London,  
SW1P 4DR 
 
 
Dear Mr McLoughlin MP 
 
South West Resiliance Campaign 
 
I am writing to express Helston Town Council’s support to the South West Resilience 
Campaign. 
 
It is imperative that there is no repeat of the severed rail link experienced in Devon last 
winter.  Investment is needed immediately to improve the rail service through to Cornwall 
and to complete the dualing of the A30 trunk road to meet the needs of the tourist and other 
industries and to service the present residents and the thousands of new homes to be built 
over the next decade and beyond. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr C Dawson 
Town Clerk 

HELSTON  TOWN  COUNCIL 
        Konsel an Dre Hellys 
 
THE GUILDHALL • HELSTON • CORNWALL • TR13 8ST 
E Mail:  townclerk@helstontc.com         Website: www.helstontc.com 
Tel: (01326) 572063                            Chris Dawson  Town Clerk 



 
Name:	  Federation	  of	  Small	  Businesses	  Somerset	  &	  Wiltshire	  Regional	  Committee	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  alison.herbert@fsb.org.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
The	  Federation	  of	  Small	  Businesses	  -‐	  Somerset	  and	  Wiltshire	  Regional	  Comittee	  are,	  
along	  with	  our	  strategic	  partners,	  asking	  Government	  for	  investment	  to:	  
	  
•Improve	  and	  dual	  of	  the	  A303/A30/A358	  
•Improve	  the	  resilience,	  speed	  and	  capacity	  of	  our	  railway	  backed	  by	  flood	  
improvement	  schemes	  
•Enable	  100%	  roll	  out	  of	  superfast	  broadband	  by	  2020	  across	  the	  Peninsula	  
	  
The	  Regional	  Committee	  represents	  c7,500	  FSB	  Members	  in	  Somerset	  and	  Wiltshire	  
Region.	  	  
	  
We	  all	  too	  regularly	  hear	  from	  Members	  who	  struggle	  to	  run	  their	  business	  with	  
inadequate	  access	  to	  Broadband	  and	  woefully	  poor	  mobile	  phone	  signals,	  
particularly	  in	  rural	  areas.	  It	  is	  vital	  that	  these	  services,	  along	  with	  other	  
infrastructure	  issues	  such	  as	  road	  and	  rail	  are	  improved	  across	  the	  SW	  if	  
entrepreneurs	  are	  to	  create	  growth	  in	  our	  economy	  and	  opportunity	  locally.	  
 
	  



Rt Hon George Osborne MP 
 
Dear Sir  
 
I am writing at the request of my Parish Council in support of the South West Resilience 
Campaign calling for improvements to the road and rail links to the South West. 
 
Our Parish is just outside Launceston in the centre of the peninsular near the border with 
Devon.  In this location we are totally reliant on road transport.  Disruption to the 
M5/A30/A303 routes have a very significant effect on local businesses and 
communities.  Improvements and levels of maintenance to these routes are vital to our 
economy. 
 
With no rail service since the 1960s improvements to current rail services to the county are 
moot. However, the government now has an opportunity to enable better access to rail 
services for not only our local area but the whole of North Cornwall and North & West 
Devon.  The storms which destroyed the sole rail route into Cornwall demonstrated the 
vulnerability of this route and the danger of relying on it alone.  At present people from our 
Parish have to travel to Exeter (43 miles approximately 50 minutes) to board a train.  The 
options of Plymouth, Liskeard and Bodmin Parkway involve shorter journeys (20 miles) but 
add a minimum of an hour to the train journey time. An opportunity now presents itself for an 
alternate route to be built inland of the present one and a number of options are on the 
table.  The most northern route via Tavistock and Okehampton would benefit a whole new 
population bringing them into easier reach of rail services. 
 
People living in rural Cornwall are used to travelling long distances to access basic 
services.  To put this in context, an average journey to a doctor, secondary school or dentist 
is the equivalent of travelling from Westminster to Wembley,  for an A&E or Court of Justice, 
equal to a journey from Parliament to Leatherhead/M25.(1)  Transport within the county 
makes life difficult indeed.  When the routes to and from the South West are disrupted the 
economy and life for the people here becomes nigh impossible.  Cornwall has only one 
border with the rest of Britain.  The options to travel North, South or West to access other 
areas of the country as is the case for any other county do not exist.  We have one route in 
and out. 
 
Please take these comments as well as those of the Resilience Campaign into full account 
when considering investments in the transport network. 
 
Yours faithfully 
  
Alan Brook, Parish Clerk, South Petherwin Parish Council 
(1) Reference "Remote Access" Results of a study by CAB Cornwall highlighting problems 
accessing basic services for rural Cornwall - 
https://www.cabcornwall.org.uk/docs/remote_access.pdf 
 
Alan Brook, Parish Clerk, South Petherwin Parish Council. 
Gardener's Cottage, Tremeale, Daw's House, Launceston, PL15 7JG. 
email - spparishclerk@icloud.com, tel - 01566 777183, mob - 07968 618 783 
 
Please note office hours are between 10am - noon on Monday & Friday.  Outside these 
times if your query is urgent please contact by telephone.	  



Rt Hon Patrick McLaughlin MP 
 
Dear Sir  
 
I am writing at the request of my Parish Council in support of the South West Resilience 
Campaign calling for improvements to the road and rail links to the South West. 
 
Our Parish is just outside Launceston in the centre of the peninsular near the border with 
Devon.  In this location we are totally reliant on road transport.  Disruption to the 
M5/A30/A303 routes have a very significant effect on local businesses and 
communities.  Improvements and levels of maintenance to these routes are vital to our 
economy. 
 
With no rail service since the 1960s improvements to current rail services to the county are 
moot. However, the government now has an opportunity to enable better access to rail 
services for not only our local area but the whole of North Cornwall and North & West 
Devon.  The storms which destroyed the sole rail route into Cornwall demonstrated the 
vulnerability of this route and the danger of relying on it alone.  At present people from our 
Parish have to travel to Exeter (43 miles approximately 50 minutes) to board a train.  The 
options of Plymouth, Liskeard and Bodmin Parkway involve shorter journeys (20 miles) but 
add a minimum of an hour to the train journey time. An opportunity now presents itself for an 
alternate route to be built inland of the present one and a number of options are on the 
table.  The most northern route via Tavistock and Okehampton would benefit a whole new 
population bringing them into easier reach of rail services. 
 
People living in rural Cornwall are used to travelling long distances to access basic 
services.  To put this in context, an average journey to a doctor, secondary school or dentist 
is the equivalent of travelling from Westminster to Wembley,  for an A&E or Court of Justice, 
equal to a journey from Parliament to Leatherhead/M25.(1)  Transport within the county 
makes life difficult indeed.  When the routes to and from the South West are disrupted the 
economy and life for the people here becomes nigh impossible.  Cornwall has only one 
border with the rest of Britain.  The options to travel North, South or West to access other 
areas of the country as is the case for any other county do not exist.  We have one route in 
and out. 
 
Please take these comments as well as those of the Resilience Campaign into full account 
when considering investments in the transport network. 
 
Yours faithfully 
  
Alan Brook, Parish Clerk, South Petherwin Parish Council 
(1) Reference "Remote Access" Results of a study by CAB Cornwall highlighting problems 
accessing basic services for rural Cornwall - 
https://www.cabcornwall.org.uk/docs/remote_access.pdf 
 
Alan Brook, Parish Clerk, South Petherwin Parish Council. 
Gardener's Cottage, Tremeale, Daw's House, Launceston, PL15 7JG. 
email - spparishclerk@icloud.com, tel - 01566 777183, mob - 07968 618 783 
 
Please note office hours are between 10am - noon on Monday & Friday.  Outside these times 
if your query is urgent please contact by telephone. 



Name:	  Launceston	  Town	  Council	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  admin@launceston-‐
tc.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
Launceston	  Town	  Council	  supports	  the	  South	  West	  Resilience	  campaign.	  
 
	  







INWARDLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
Mrs M Cooper, Clerk 

Meadowbright, Inwardleigh, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 3AN 
Email: mcmarilyn11@gmail.com 

 
 

Rt George Osborne MP 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London 
SW1A 2HQ 
 
21st November 2014 

 
 

Dear Mr Osborne, 
 
Re: Reinstatement of railway from Plymouth via Tavistock and Okehampton as a 
complimentary route to the current southern Devon line 
 
The size of Okehampton has almost doubled in recent years. Development continues to take place 
at the same rate.  The new residents have little option but to travel to Exeter to work as there is 
little or no employment available in Okehampton.  This involves a daily round trip for each 
vehicle of approximately 50 miles at a time when we are constantly being told we must reduce 
CO2 emissions.  The same scenario exists in Tavistock where the daily exodus of commuters 
travel a similar distance to Plymouth.   
 
Much of the infrastructure already exists to re-open the northern route. 
 
Inwardleigh Parish Council  consider that new housing development in Okehampton and 
Tavistock should not take place until there is a commitment to re-opening this line.  Any future 
development granted should have a premium attached to help pay for the railway link. 
 
Inwardleigh Parish Council request that you would give your support to the reinstatement of the 
above railway line to compliment the current southern route.  
 
The parish of Inwardleigh is situated four miles west of Okehampton.  There are many other 
parishes in the whole of mid Devon that all relate to Okehampton as their nearest centre.  The 
whole area would benefit from having a railway link nearby as an alternative to driving up to 
seventy miles to Exeter, for work, shopping, to catch the nearest train or any other purpose. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Marilyn Cooper 
Clerk, Inwardleigh Parish Council 



INWARDLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 
Mrs M Cooper, Clerk 

Meadowbright, Inwardleigh, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 3AN 
Email: mcmarilyn11@gmail.com 

 
 

Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
 
21st November 2014 

 
 

Dear Mr McLoughlan, 
 
Re: Reinstatement of railway from Plymouth via Tavistock and Okehampton as a 
complimentary route to the current southern Devon line 
 
The size of Okehampton has almost doubled in recent years. Development continues to take place 
at the same rate.  The new residents have little option but to travel to Exeter to work as there is 
little or no employment available in Okehampton.  This involves a daily round trip for each 
vehicle of approximately 50 miles at a time when we are constantly being told we must reduce 
CO2 emissions.  The same scenario exists in Tavistock where the daily exodus of commuters 
travel a similar distance to Plymouth.   
 
As you know, having travelled from Exeter to Meldon, near Okehampton, much of the 
infrastructure already exists to re-open the northern route. 
 
Inwardleigh Parish Council consider that new housing development in Okehampton and 
Tavistock should not take place until there is a commitment to re-opening this line.  Any future 
development granted should have a premium attached to help pay for the railway link. 
 
Inwardleigh Parish Council request that you would give your support to the reinstatement of the 
above railway line to compliment the current southern route.  
 
The parish of Inwardleigh is situated four miles north of Okehampton.  There are many other 
parishes in the whole of mid Devon that all relate to Okehampton as their nearest centre.  The 
whole area would benefit from having a railway link nearby as an alternative to driving up to 
seventy miles to Exeter, for work, shopping, to catch the nearest train or any other purpose. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Marilyn Cooper 
Clerk, Inwardleigh Parish Council 
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B o d m i n  T o w n  C o u n c i l  
 

 

Shire House, Mount Folly Square, Bodmin, 
Cornwall. PL31 2DQ 

 
www.bodmin.gov.uk 

tel – 01208 76616 
fax-01208 264764 

e-mail – stephen.facer@bodmin.gov.uk 

 

 
Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP 
Secretary of State for Transport 
Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
LONDON 
SW1P 4DR 

Date:  6 October 2014 
 
Our Ref: SMF/SWRP/2014 
 
Your Ref: 
 

 
 
 
Sent by e-mail 
 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Improving Connectivity and Resilience to the South West 
 
I write further to my Council's Planning Committee meeting which met on Wednesday 1 
October 2014. 
 
I have been instructed to write to strongly support the South West Resilience Campaign 
given the need for the government to take cognisance of the need to protect and 
enhance through much needed investment in the South West's strategically important 
and vital transport infrastructure.   
 
The South West is in significant need of investment to maintain and improve its existing 
road and rail links with the rest of the country.  Given that the South West peninsula is 
vulnerable to major travel disruption resulting from extreme weather conditions, which 
was only too evident during the storms of 2013 and which disrupted large sections of its 
rail links and a number of key and important roads, the Town Council would urge the 
government to allocate sufficient funding to mitigate and be resilient against these 
natural occurrences and to deliver a more reliable transport network, improving journey 
times via rail and road and provide a quality, efficient and effective rail option with 
better connections. 
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The South West would appear to be an area where investment in infrastructure 
improvements is of a strategically lower priority given its population density and the 
trend for government to concentrate efforts on London and the South East, the 
Midlands and the North.   
 
The South West, given its geographical context as a peninsula region is significantly 
reliant on there being good transport links in place to underpin the region's economy 
and to accommodate the flow and ebb of resources and people.  Given the strategic 
importance transport infrastructure plays in the South West and the reliance on the 
tourism sector in areas such as Devon and Cornwall, as the tourism trade is a key 
cornerstone of employment and income for many of its inhabitants, having a good and 
reliable road and rail network is a fundamental and critical need as these links perform 
a critical function as the main arterial route carrying the essential lifeblood for the area.   
 
It is therefore crucial and essential that funding is allocated to protect, enhance and 
improve the links the South West has with points north and east. 
 
In particular my Council would make the following observations and recommendations: 
 
 Bodmin Town Council is strongly in favour of a rail route diversion around the 

areas of and in close proximity to Dawlish and Tynemouth given the extreme 
vulnerability to coastal erosion that this section of the rail network can be 
subjected to in extreme weather conditions.  The failure of the line at this point 
effectively cuts the link bringing the rail network to a grinding halt effecting 
commuters and businesses at critical and peak travel periods; 
 

 Bodmin Town Council is strongly in favour of improvements to the bus, rail and 
road links between Bodmin Parkway Railway Station and the town including the 
Bodmin and Wenford Railway Station.  A reliable and joined up approach to rail 
and bus links would see an improved service and one which more people would 
choose to use and support.  This service improvement would then deliver a 
modal shift and it would go some way to assisting with alleviating pressure from 
the local road network together with more important and strategic routes such 
as the A30, A303 and M5; 
 

 The Town Council would emphasise the need for the vital rail link to the South 
West to be allocated and receive the necessary investment to maintain this 
much needed and important part of the transport infrastructure which is 
perceived locally and throughout the South West to be the section of rail 
network marginalised by schemes in London, the Midlands and the North. 

 
My Council would therefore urge this and successor governments to invest in the South 
West transport infrastructure to ensure that it continues to be maintained adequately so 
that it continues to provide this much needed service for the economy and the people 
of and visiting the region. 
 
Your kind assistance in this matter is much appreciated. 
 
 



 

3 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
S M Facer 
Deputy Chief Executive 
 
Cc: Rt Hon George Osbourne MP (Chancellor of the Exchequer, HM Treasury); 
 Councillor Ken Stubbs (Chairman, Bodmin Town Council Planning Committee); 
 South West Resilience Partnership 







Name:	  Andrew	  Smith	  -‐	  Property	  &	  Energy	  Manager	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
andrew.smith@numatic.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
My	  comments	  are	  mainly	  on	  behalf	  of	  Numatic	  International	  Ltd,	  a	  manufacturing	  
company	  employing	  800	  staff	  in	  Chard,	  Somerset.	  They	  echo	  the	  responses	  we	  have	  
previously	  given	  to	  Somerset	  County	  Council	  on	  this	  subject.	  
	  
Our	  products,	  which	  include	  the	  well-‐known	  Henry	  vacuum	  cleaner,	  are	  made	  here	  in	  
Chard	  and	  exported	  worldwide.	  Not	  surprisingly,	  we	  also	  have	  a	  supply	  chain	  for	  
materials	  and	  components	  from	  the	  UK,	  Europen	  mainland	  and	  the	  Far	  East.	  The	  	  major	  
customers	  in	  the	  UK	  tend	  to	  have	  large	  distribution	  centres	  to	  which	  we	  have	  very	  
specifically	  timed	  delivery	  slots.	  Failure	  to	  meet	  the	  specified	  slot	  can	  result	  in	  penalties	  
and	  even	  the	  shipment	  being	  turned	  away.	  This	  is	  typical	  for	  suppliers	  to	  our	  major	  
retailers	  throughout	  the	  country,	  so	  it	  is	  not	  difficult	  to	  imagine	  the	  vast	  cost	  of	  
congested	  roads	  and	  unpredicatable	  journey	  times	  to	  individual	  companie	  such	  as	  
Numatic	  and	  the	  economy	  as	  a	  whole.	  Conversely,	  deliveries	  coming	  into	  the	  company,	  
which	  almost	  entirely	  travel	  via	  the	  M5	  or	  the	  A303,	  are	  frequently	  delayed,	  either	  due	  
to	  congestion	  or	  any	  sort	  of	  accident	  occurring.	  
	  
Nowhere	  is	  this	  more	  of	  a	  problem	  than	  in	  the	  SW.	  The	  lack	  of	  completion	  of	  the	  
dualling	  of	  the	  A303	  is	  a	  farce	  and	  a	  national	  disgrace.	  The	  impact	  on	  SW	  businesses,	  
and	  tourism	  	  in	  particular,	  must	  run	  into	  billions,	  I	  am	  sure	  that	  accident	  levels	  must	  be	  
higher,	  also,	  due	  to	  the	  congestion	  at	  bottlenecks	  and	  the	  frustration	  caused	  to	  drivers.	  
As	  a	  personal	  example,	  in	  July,	  I	  holidayed	  in	  Tuscany	  and	  drove	  there	  and	  back.	  Coming	  
back	  via	  France,	  there	  was	  only	  one	  short	  holdup	  in	  Italy	  due	  to	  a	  minor	  accident	  and	  
then	  we	  travelled	  1,000	  miles	  without	  any	  problems	  unti	  we	  got	  to	  Stonehenge.	  Queing	  
there	  took	  30+	  minutes	  to	  get	  through,	  and	  that	  was	  on	  a	  Monday	  afternoon.	  
	  
Further	  down	  the	  SW	  Peninsula,	  the	  infamous	  bottleneck	  at	  Temple,	  on	  the	  A30,	  with	  
no	  alternative	  diversions,	  can	  cause	  delays	  of	  several	  hours	  at	  peak	  travel	  times	  and	  
must	  put	  thousands	  of	  potential	  holidaymakers	  off	  going	  to	  Cornwall,	  an	  area	  with	  low	  
average	  income	  levels	  that	  depends	  so	  much	  on	  tourism.	  
 
 
 



Name:	  Bill	  Eaton	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  bill@bill-‐eaton.com	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
The	  upgrading	  of	  the	  A30/A303	  to	  dual	  carriageway	  throughout	  is	  urgently	  required.	  I	  
use	  this	  road	  regularly	  for	  business	  travel	  purposes	  and	  due	  to	  its	  poor	  quality	  my	  
journeys	  are	  much	  longer	  than	  would	  be	  the	  case	  if	  the	  road	  was	  improved.	  This	  is	  quite	  
simply	  a	  waste	  of	  my	  time,	  which	  would	  be	  better	  spent	  on	  more	  productive	  pursuits.	  
 
 



Name:	  Charlie	  and	  Julia	  Hutchings	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  stay@larkbeare.net	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
We	  run	  an	  award	  winning	  B&B	  in	  East	  Devon;	  our	  guests	  spend	  money	  at	  local	  
restaurants,	  pubs,	  shops,	  gardens/NT	  houses	  and	  attractions.	  
One	  of	  the	  common	  complaints	  of	  getting	  to	  this	  area	  is	  the	  poor	  road	  between	  
Ilminster	  and	  Honiton.	  	  The	  government	  need	  to	  take	  a	  long	  term	  view	  on	  the	  A303	  and	  
A30	  -‐	  it	  is	  no	  good	  patching	  it	  up	  and	  hoping	  minor	  improvements	  will	  do.	  	  The	  route	  to	  
the	  west	  country	  is	  only	  going	  to	  get	  busier	  and	  a	  strategy	  to	  ensure	  economic	  growth	  is	  
vital	  if	  small	  businesses	  are	  to	  survive.	  	  The	  only	  way	  forward	  is	  to	  bite	  the	  bullet	  and	  
make	  it	  all	  dual-‐carriageway.	  
 
 



Name:	  Michael	  Potter	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  mike-‐
potter@bridgetyres.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
The	  west	  country	  has	  bean	  waiting	  for	  so	  much	  for	  so	  long	  roads	  rail	  etc	  perhaps	  at	  last	  
the	  government	  is	  listening.	  
	  
 



Hi 

Further to the email below, I am totally in favour of any improvements which can 
be made to the A303 and A358 

I live in Somerset and travel on the A303 and A358 almost on a daily business, 
as I regularly have to be in the Bristol / Southampton / Exeter area.  The road 
system, as it stands, is a nightmare and was not designed to carry the amount of 
traffic it now sees, with a lot of my time wasted caught up in slow/non-moving 
traffic, affecting the efficiency of my businesses.  

I also have to travel to London and the north of the UK, and find the rail links slow 
and laborious, which is extremely frustrating!  Together with the extreme weather 
experienced this winter, which it is thought will now become the norm, the south 
west of the country was completely cut off from the rest of the UK rail links, and 
the cost to businesses through unreliability of supply will cost many businesses 
dearly. 

In summary, the south west does not have the same access by road or rail that 
the south east / London have, which puts us at a considerable disadvantage, 
affecting growth and employment throughout the region. 

Kind regards 
Graham 
  
Graham Potts | Managing Director  Wessex Commercial Solutions Ltd 

Mobile: 0 (044) 7715 707016 

www.kazopp.com |  www.wessexcommercial.com | www.businessopportunitiesin
kazakhstan.com | LinkedIn | Twitter	  



Name:	  Raymond	  Hayes	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  rh@bartons.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
We	  are	  a	  firm	  of	  solicitors	  based	  mostly	  in	  South	  Devon	  but	  with	  a	  wide	  reach	  and	  in	  
particular	  a	  necessity	  to	  meet	  clients	  in	  London	  and	  the	  south-‐east.	  We	  struggle	  because	  
the	  road	  links	  are	  so	  poor	  with	  constant	  traffic	  jams	  on	  the	  M5	  near	  Bridgwater	  and	  the	  
alternative	  A303	  frequently	  congested	  especially	  at	  Stonehenge.	  Why	  the	  "merge	  in	  
turn	  and	  use	  both	  lanes"	  is	  not	  adopted	  at	  every	  stage	  is	  beyond	  me	  because	  it	  is	  so	  
cheap	  to	  do	  and	  would	  provide	  some	  immediate	  alleviation	  of	  the	  problems.	  When	  we	  
have	  tried	  to	  use	  train	  the	  cost	  has	  often	  been	  greater	  than	  regional	  air	  flights	  but	  then	  
none	  really	  exist	  for	  us	  as	  an	  option.	  In	  January	  of	  this	  year	  was	  cheaper	  to	  fly	  to	  New	  
York	  than	  go	  by	  train	  to	  London.	  
The	  dualling	  of	  the	  A303	  has	  to	  be	  a	  very	  high	  priority	  in	  view	  of	  the	  economic	  damage	  
and	  the	  limits	  to	  growth	  created	  by	  the	  current	  situation.	  
	  
Raymond	  Hayes	  
Chairman	  
Bartons	  solicitors	  
	  



To	  whom	  it	  may	  concern,	  
	  	  
We	  are	  a	  Property	  Management	  Services	  firm	  based	  mostly	  in	  South	  Devon	  but	  with	  a	  wide	  reach	  and	  in	  
particular	  a	  necessity	  to	  meet	  clients	  in	  London	  and	  the	  south-‐east.	  	  We	  service	  predominantly	  private	  
second	  homes	  and	  holiday	  homes,	  the	  majority	  of	  which	  receive	  owners	  and	  guests	  from	  the	  South	  
East.	  	  We,	  our	  owners	  and	  guests	  struggle	  because	  the	  road	  links	  are	  poor,	  with	  constant	  traffic	  jams	  on	  
the	  M5	  near	  Bridgwater	  and	  the	  alternative	  A303	  frequently	  congested,	  especially	  at	  Stonehenge.	  	  When	  
we	  try	  to	  use	  the	  train	  the	  cost	  is	  often	  greater	  than	  that	  of	  regional	  air	  flights	  but	  unfortunately	  very	  few	  
air	  flights	  are	  available.	  	  The	  result	  of	  the	  poor	  transport	  links	  is	  reduced	  visitors	  to	  the	  area	  and	  restricted	  
business	  growth	  for	  our	  company	  and	  all	  other	  businesses	  in	  the	  area.	  	  Many	  solutions	  are	  required	  but	  
one	  that	  must	  be	  a	  priority	  is	  to	  make	  the	  A303	  a	  dual	  carriageway.	  	  	  	  
	  	  
Faithfully, James	  
 	  
 	  

 

	  
  	  

	  

	  

	  
 James Spencer, Managing 
Director e.  james@pebblesof
salcombe.co.uk     t.   01548 
843680 
 w.  www.pebblesofsalcombe.co
.uk	  
p.  Island St, Salcombe, TQ8 

8DP	  

       

  	  



Name:	  Carol	  Newman	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
carol.newman@rothamsted.ac.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  work	  for	  an	  Agricultural	  Research	  Institute	  based	  in	  West	  Devon.	  We	  have	  50	  
employees	  on	  site,	  but	  each	  year	  host	  over	  200	  visitors,	  many	  of	  whom	  arrive	  by	  rail.	  
The	  lack	  of	  a	  rail	  service	  between	  Exeter	  and	  Okehampton	  means	  a	  1.5	  hour	  round	  
trip	  for	  a	  driver	  or	  an	  expensive	  taxi	  fare	  to	  collect	  these	  visitors.	  Add	  to	  this	  the	  fact	  
that	  the	  problems	  at	  Dawlish	  last	  year	  left	  many	  people	  outside	  of	  the	  South	  West	  
with	  the	  impression	  that	  we	  were	  'cut	  off'	  and	  they	  shouldn't	  attempt	  to	  travel	  and	  
you	  are	  left	  wondering	  which	  century	  we	  are	  actually	  living	  in.	  
	  
I	  am	  a	  frequent	  visitor	  to	  the	  Western	  Isles	  of	  Scotland	  and	  I	  see	  businesses	  and	  
communities	  thriving	  on	  the	  strength	  of	  transport	  links	  and	  high-‐speed	  
communication.	  We	  are	  a	  2.5	  hour	  rail	  journey	  from	  London	  and	  yet,	  in	  the	  Winter,	  
we	  might	  as	  well	  be	  in	  Outer	  Mongolia.	  This	  is	  mainland	  UK	  in	  the	  21st	  century.	  
Wonderful	  as	  Brunel's	  railway	  is	  -‐	  is	  it	  not	  time	  to	  build	  a	  new	  one?	  
 
 



Name:	  Mr	  Chris	  West	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
info@clovellyaccommodation.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
For	  many	  years	  the	  SouthWest	  Peninsular	  -‐	  particularly	  Devon	  and	  Cornwall	  -‐	  	  has	  
suffered	  from	  a	  lack	  of	  infrastructure	  improvements,	  not	  only	  in	  the	  two	  counties,	  
but	  especially	  to	  the	  303	  from	  Ilmister.	  It	  is	  essential	  that	  this	  road	  is	  dualled	  as	  soon	  
as	  possible.	  The	  road	  will,	  within	  10	  years,	  hadly	  be	  noticed	  and	  not	  be	  a	  blot	  on	  the	  
landscape	  as	  the	  objectors	  make	  out.	  The	  same	  objections	  were	  made	  when	  the	  
Okehampton	  bypass	  was	  built	  and	  now	  it's	  a	  job	  to	  see	  it	  from	  a	  distance.	  
As	  usual	  the	  improvements	  in	  any	  form	  of	  communications	  take	  many	  years	  to	  filter	  
down	  to	  the	  really	  rural	  areas	  such	  as	  here	  west	  from	  Bideford.	  We	  pay	  the	  same	  
taxes,	  phone	  charges	  and	  road	  fund	  licence	  but	  get	  a	  much	  worse	  service.	  
 
 



Name:	  Alison	  Carswell	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
alisoncarswell@hotmail.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
We	  desperately	  need	  better	  rail	  connections	  and	  improvements	  in	  our	  road	  network	  
in	  the	  Westcountry.	  Currently	  it	  is	  impossible	  to	  get	  to	  work	  via	  public	  transport	  
unless	  you	  work	  in	  one	  of	  the	  cities	  or	  large	  towns,	  and	  cutbacks	  to	  services	  mean	  
that	  people	  in	  a	  single	  household	  rarely	  work	  in	  the	  same	  area.	  For	  tourists	  and	  local	  
people	  in	  the	  summertime	  the	  roads	  become	  a	  nightmare	  and	  congestion	  on	  the	  
A303	  and	  A30	  can	  double	  normal	  journey	  times.	  Where	  train	  connections	  do	  exist,	  
out	  of	  date	  trains	  make	  journeys	  frequently	  uncomfortable	  and	  there	  is	  absolutely	  
no	  chance	  that	  you	  can	  get	  any	  work	  done	  on	  the	  train,	  which	  for	  many	  is	  the	  
attraction	  of	  train	  travel	  (the	  Barnstaple	  to	  Exeter	  train	  service	  springs	  to	  mind).	  
We've	  seen	  our	  taxes	  spent	  on	  a	  high	  speed	  rail	  connection	  between	  the	  Midlands	  
and	  London	  that	  reduces	  journey	  times,	  but	  surely	  there	  is	  a	  greater	  need	  to	  connect	  
communities	  that	  don't	  have	  any	  transport	  links?	  	  
	  
In	  short,	  for	  people	  and	  businesses	  to	  excel	  in	  the	  Westcountry	  we	  desperately	  need	  
improvements	  to	  our	  out	  of	  date,	  dilapidated	  transport	  network.	  
	  
 



Name:	  Karen	  Thomas	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
bkthomas50@hotmail.com	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  live	  in	  Cornwall	  and	  am	  visited	  by	  family	  members	  who	  live	  in	  London.	  They	  travel	  
down	  by	  car	  and	  are	  appalled	  by	  not	  only	  our	  lack	  of	  infrastructure	  but	  the	  state	  of	  
our	  road	  surfaces.	  Traffic	  jams	  where	  dual	  carriageways	  narrow	  to	  single	  lane	  
sections	  make	  the	  journey	  more	  tiresome.	  
	  
I	  also	  visit	  my	  family	  in	  London	  travelling	  by	  train	  but	  find	  that	  the	  only	  train	  line	  we	  
have	  means	  that	  the	  service	  is	  limited	  and	  the	  route	  elongates	  the	  time	  the	  journey	  
takes.	  	  
	  
I	  see	  businesses	  in	  Cornwall	  closing	  down	  because	  of	  the	  difficulty	  in	  accessing	  this	  
region.	  	  
	  
We	  pay	  into	  the	  "system"	  as	  much	  as	  anyone	  elsewhere	  in	  the	  country	  but	  suffer	  
from	  lack	  of	  equal	  investment	  in	  vital	  links	  to	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  country.	  In	  London	  it	  is	  
easy	  to	  get	  around	  on	  buses	  but	  here	  in	  our	  rural	  area	  the	  bus	  service	  is	  is	  totally	  
inadequate.	  	  To	  travel	  thirty	  or	  so	  miles	  to	  the	  hospital	  can	  be	  a	  four	  hour	  journey	  
with	  long	  waits	  at	  connections.I	  like	  many	  other	  am	  pensioners	  dread	  having	  to	  
make	  that	  journey.	  
	  
Why	  should	  we	  be	  penalised	  just	  for	  living	  in	  a	  rural	  area	  and	  not	  close	  to	  
Westminster?	  
	  
Sincerely	  
Karen	  Thomas	  
 
 



Name:	  Terry	  Payne	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
educationmatters@halberton.org	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  fully	  support	  the	  view	  that	  it	  is	  vitally	  important	  to	  improve	  the	  road,	  rail	  and	  
broadband	  	  connections	  in	  the	  South	  West.	  
This	  would	  improve	  efficiency,	  help	  protect	  the	  environment	  and	  save	  lives.	  
	  
These	  updates	  are	  long	  overdue.	  
	  
The	  A303	  should	  be	  dualled	  along	  its	  whole	  length.	  Ideas	  about	  putting	  in	  single	  
carriageway	  roads	  are	  just	  crazy	  	  -‐	  look	  at	  the	  accident	  rates	  of	  roads	  such	  as	  the	  
A361	  in	  Devon	  which	  was	  part	  	  dualled	  and	  part	  a	  single	  carriageway	  and	  compare	  
the	  statistics.	  My	  village	  is	  bypassed	  by	  the	  A361	  and	  we	  suffer	  from	  traffic	  diverted	  
when	  there	  are	  accidents	  that	  close	  the	  road.	  
	  
I	  travel	  throughout	  the	  region	  by	  road	  and	  to	  other	  parts	  of	  the	  country	  visiting	  
schools.	  I	  try	  to	  use	  public	  transport	  whenever	  possible	  but	  all	  too	  often	  I	  cannot	  
because	  of	  unreliability	  of	  it,	  An	  Improved	  rail	  network	  would	  enable	  me	  to	  take	  the	  
train	  more	  often.	  
	  
The	  slow	  broadband	  speeds	  here	  cost	  us	  dearly	  in	  extra	  time	  and	  efficiency..	  
	  
Terry	  Payne,	  Director,	  Education	  Matters,	  29	  High	  Street,	  Halberton,	  Tiverton,	  Devon	  
EX16	  7AF	  
	  
 



Name:	  Steve	  Granger	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
n	  inland	  rail	  link	  is	  vial.	  It	  make	  no	  sence	  to	  have	  one	  (fragile)	  line	  running	  along	  the	  
south	  coast,	  geographically	  as	  far	  away	  from	  most	  areas	  of	  the	  region	  as	  possible.	  
The	  most	  obvious	  route	  of	  the	  pre-‐existing	  inland	  Okehampton	  line.	  
 
 



Name:	  Neil	  Girling	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  neil.girling1@virgin.net	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
Having	  involved	  	  in	  both	  tourism	  and	  commercial	  activities	  	  over	  the	  past	  35	  years	  in	  
Devon	  ,one	  of	  the	  most	  common	  reasons	  give	  by	  customers	  for	  not	  visiting	  more	  
often	  are	  the	  poor	  road	  links	  to	  the	  county,	  
	  
Hold	  ups	  and	  	  closures	  	  on	  both	  the	  A303	  and	  M5	  cause	  frustration	  to	  both	  visitors,(	  
particularly	  for	  	  short	  breaks/	  weekends)	  and	  suppliers.	  
	  
Poor	  infrastructure	  ,	  both	  access	  and	  broadband	  	  are	  	  the	  major	  reasons	  holding	  
back	  development	  	  of	  business	  in	  the	  region.	  
	  
This	  in	  term	  reduces	  tax	  revenue	  and	  employment.	  
	  
This	  must	  be	  a	  reason	  	  for	  investment	  	  as	  it	  would	  in	  a	  real	  commercial	  	  world,	  but	  
apparently	  not	  in	  the	  world	  of	  political	  spin.	  
	  
Neil	  Girling	  
	  
Chairman	  	  Avon	  Farmers	  Ltd	  
Chairman	  	  Triocean	  Products	  Ltd	  T/A	  Triocean	  Surf	  
	  



Name:	  Bruce	  Murray	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
bruce.murray@moletestuk.com	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  run	  a	  business	  from	  home	  in	  the	  South	  Hams.	  I	  moved	  down	  to	  Devon	  seven	  years	  
ago	  from	  East	  Sussex.	  I	  thought	  East	  Sussex	  with,	  at	  the	  time,	  only	  13	  miles	  of	  dual	  
carriageway	  had	  poor	  infrastructure	  until	  I	  arrived	  here.	  To	  get	  to	  the	  A38	  along	  a	  so-‐
called	  A	  road	  can	  take	  up	  to	  40	  minutes	  as	  it	  is,	  in	  places,	  single	  track	  with	  passing	  
places	  and	  if	  two	  large	  vehicles	  meet	  there	  is	  immediate	  gridlock.	  	  
	  
I	  have	  to	  travel	  to	  London	  by	  train	  on	  a	  regular	  basis	  but	  am	  also	  setting	  up	  a	  Clinical	  
Study	  in	  Scotland.	  It	  is	  cheaper	  to	  fly	  to	  Edinburgh	  or	  Glasgow	  than	  take	  the	  train	  to	  
London	  -‐	  the	  train	  service	  is	  really	  slow	  and	  I	  am	  appalled	  that	  nothing	  substantial	  is	  
planned	  to	  improve	  matters	  when	  a	  fortune	  is	  to	  be	  spent	  on	  high	  speed	  rail	  links	  
elsewhere.	  
	  
My	  broadband	  is	  one	  eighth	  of	  the	  speed	  it	  was	  in	  a	  remote	  Sussex	  village	  seven	  
years	  ago!	  Plans	  for	  our	  village	  to	  put	  in	  its	  own	  superfast	  optic	  fibre	  broadband	  was	  
crushed	  for	  political	  reasons.	  We	  will	  end	  up	  with	  a	  second	  class	  system	  that	  will	  not	  
reach	  everyone	  who	  needs	  it.	  	  
	  
If	  there	  was	  an	  option	  to	  be	  independent	  from	  Westminster	  and	  handle	  our	  own	  
affairs	  it	  would	  get	  massive	  support.	  I	  feel	  Devon	  is	  unloved	  and	  treated	  as	  second	  
class	  and	  if	  the	  main	  political	  parties	  expect	  support	  from	  the	  South	  West	  in	  the	  
future	  they	  may	  be	  in	  for	  a	  nasty	  surprise.	  
 
	  



Name:	  Dr	  Anita	  Shepherd	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  need	  to	  travel	  by	  rail	  to	  meetings	  and	  conferences.	  I	  can	  get	  a	  bus	  from	  
Okehampton	  for	  an	  8.45sam	  train	  to	  London	  but	  I	  arrive	  on	  the	  train	  back	  in	  Exeter	  
after	  the	  buses	  have	  stopped	  and	  I	  do	  not	  feel	  its	  safe	  leave	  my	  car	  for	  several	  days	  
in	  Exeter	  car	  parks.	  	  
	  
If	  we	  had	  a	  regular	  national	  rail	  service	  on	  the	  Okehampton	  line	  I	  would	  be	  using	  the	  
train	  for	  the	  full	  journey	  and	  walk	  to	  my	  house.	  
	  
Okehampton	  is	  growing	  hugely,	  there	  is	  a	  large	  development	  of	  new	  housing	  
currently	  being	  built.	  It	  is	  time	  we	  had	  a	  national	  rail	  service.	  We	  have	  the	  
infrastructure	  from	  our	  private	  railway	  to	  be	  used.	  
 
 



Name:	  Don	  Harkness	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
don.harkness@hotmail.com	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
Thankfully	  the	  road	  I	  travel	  to	  work	  which	  includes	  the	  A3072	  which	  has	  recently	  
been	  improved	  much	  to	  everyones	  delight	  however	  there	  are	  a	  lot	  of	  the	  minor	  
roads	  in	  our	  area	  including	  especially	  the	  road	  between	  Black	  Torrington	  and	  Stibb	  
Cross	  which	  is	  in	  a	  dreadful	  state	  of	  repair.	  This	  road	  is	  used	  frequently	  by	  local	  
residents	  ,	  holiday	  makers	  	  and	  commuters,	  please	  lets	  have	  something	  done.	  many	  
thanks.	  
	  
Kind	  regards.	  
	  
Don	  Harkness	  
 
 



Name:	  Jonno	  Barrett	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  jonno@kudos-‐
software.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
We	  employ	  15	  people	  in	  South	  Devon	  working	  in	  skilled	  It	  jobs,	  creating	  and	  
marketing	  software	  in	  UK	  and	  abroad.	  	  While	  Broadband	  connections	  have	  greatly	  
changed	  the	  way	  we	  do	  business	  over	  the	  years,	  it	  remains,	  and	  will	  always	  remain	  
necessary	  to	  travel	  to	  visit	  customers	  on	  site	  for	  sales,	  account	  management	  as	  well	  
as	  directly	  supporting	  customers	  on	  site.	  
	  
We	  are	  committed	  to	  the	  area	  and	  proud	  to	  provide	  skilled	  and	  well	  paid	  work.	  	  As	  
the	  business	  continues	  to	  grow,	  the	  pressures	  on	  us	  from	  difficult	  transport	  links	  also	  
increase	  and	  in	  turn	  become	  a	  pressure	  to	  move	  to	  the	  other	  side	  of	  the	  bottlenecks	  
of	  Somerset.	  	  This	  applies	  both	  in	  our	  travelling	  up	  country,	  and	  in	  recruiting	  people	  
to	  come	  and	  work	  with	  us.	  
	  
Improving	  such	  links	  affordably	  is	  a	  far	  higher	  priority	  for	  us	  than	  rural	  broadband,	  
despite	  our	  sector,	  and	  will	  have	  much	  higher	  impact	  on	  our	  continued	  location	  in	  
the	  region,	  with	  the	  growing	  employment	  opportunities	  we	  provide.	  
	  



Name:	  Nigel	  (Mac)	  McCoy	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  mac@bibiandmac.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  
My	  established	  business	  is	  based	  in	  Salcombe,	  in	  the	  South	  Hams.	  
As	  a	  boutique	  we	  enjoy	  patronage	  from	  many	  of	  Salcombe's	  visitors	  and	  second	  
home	  owners.	  
	  
In	  the	  absence	  of	  visitors	  and	  second	  home	  owners,	  we	  would	  go	  out	  of	  business,	  as	  
would	  an	  enormous	  amount	  of	  the	  businesses	  based	  here.	  
We	  hear	  all	  too	  often	  about	  the	  problematic,	  time	  consuming	  journeys	  experienced	  
by	  our	  customers.	  
	  
Conversely,	  we	  are	  obliged	  to	  visit	  London	  several	  times	  each	  year	  to	  carry	  out	  the	  
buying	  side	  of	  our	  business.	  This	  is	  extremely	  time	  consuming	  and	  almost	  
prohibitively	  expensive.	  We	  justify	  it	  through	  our	  desire	  to	  remain	  'exclusive'	  -‐	  not	  
through	  price	  but	  because	  all	  too	  few	  retailers	  travel	  as	  extensively	  as	  we	  do	  to	  
source	  our	  brands.	  
	  
We	  contribute	  to	  the	  local	  economy	  and	  have	  received	  national	  recognition	  for	  our	  
business.	  
	  
Business	  here	  is	  very	  seasonal	  and	  we	  must	  ensure	  our	  customers	  enjoy	  every	  aspect	  
of	  their	  stay	  or	  visit.	  
	  
Access	  and	  travel	  are	  hugely	  influential	  in	  this	  regard.	  
A	  dual	  carriageway	  is	  an	  absolute	  must	  to	  sustain	  our	  businesses.	  
	  



Name:	  Robert	  Beckford	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
robertbeckford31@gmail.com	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  have	  recently	  moved	  back	  to	  Devon	  having	  moved	  away	  for	  work	  reasons	  in	  1980.	  	  I	  
am	  shocked	  by	  the	  way	  the	  area	  has	  been	  allowed	  to	  degrade.	  	  Many	  people	  living	  
here	  do	  not	  have	  their	  own	  transport	  and	  are	  therefore	  reliant	  upon	  public	  
transport.	  	  Unless	  	  public	  transport	  	  in	  North	  Devon	  is	  greatly	  iimproved	  this	  area	  will	  
continue	  to	  decline.	  	  High	  unemployment	  exists	  in	  the	  Torridge	  and	  North	  Devon	  
district	  	  but	  just	  a	  short	  	  journey	  away	  is	  Exeter	  with	  so	  many	  opportunities.	  
	  
For	  the	  increasing	  number	  of	  eldeley	  people	  there	  needs	  to	  be	  comfortable	  
transport	  in	  order	  for	  them	  to	  attend	  the	  main	  hospitals	  in	  Exeter	  and	  Plymouth	  
where	  the	  treatment	  of	  many	  illnesses	  are	  now	  concentrated.	  
	  
The	  A30	  trunk	  road	  is	  becoming	  severely	  congested,	  particularly	  during	  July	  and	  
August,	  and	  the	  roads	  leading	  off	  the	  A30	  to	  places	  such	  as	  Bude,	  Holsworthy	  and	  
Tavistock	  are	  congested	  and	  dangerous,	  they	  are	  almost	  the	  same	  in	  design	  as	  they	  
were	  in	  the	  1960's	  and	  yet	  lorries,	  buses	  and	  coaches	  and	  agricultural	  vehicles	  are	  
two	  or	  three	  times	  larger	  and	  heavier,	  and	  in	  the	  case	  of	  lorries,	  far	  more	  numerous.	  
	  
Unfortunately	  I	  fear	  that	  nothing	  will	  happen.	  	  We	  are	  just	  too	  far	  away	  from	  London	  
but	  the	  	  demographics	  of	  the	  population	  is	  changing	  and	  from	  chatting	  to	  the	  older	  
people	  who	  have	  retired	  to	  the	  area	  and	  the	  younger	  people	  who	  are	  desperate	  to	  
find	  gainful	  employment	  	  there	  will	  be	  votes	  to	  gain	  by	  listening	  and	  giving	  the	  
population	  of	  this	  area	  what	  they	  want.	  
	  



Name:	  Dick	  Wood	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  
dick.wood@southdevonrailway.org	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
One	  of	  the	  reasons	  why	  visitor	  numbers	  have	  been	  declining	  in	  the	  South	  West	  is	  
down	  to	  the	  limited	  and	  susceptible	  road	  and	  rail	  infrastructure	  which	  can	  both	  
strangle	  and	  cut	  off	  the	  entire	  region.	  	  
	  
As	  a	  visitor	  attraction,	  our	  season	  has	  been	  seriously	  marred	  in	  2014	  by	  the	  major	  
physical	  damage	  to	  the	  rail	  network	  at	  Dawlish,	  plus	  the	  crisis	  in	  confidence	  of	  
potential	  visitors	  in	  coming	  to	  the	  SW	  who	  then	  booked	  holidays	  elsewhere	  either	  in	  
the	  UK	  or	  overseas.	  People	  still	  asked	  us	  if	  we	  were	  underwater	  as	  late	  as	  August	  in	  
the	  main	  tourist	  season!	  	  
	  
We	  need	  two	  main	  rail	  routes	  through	  the	  region	  and	  two	  major	  motorways	  or	  dual	  
carriageway	  A	  class	  roads,	  so	  that	  people	  have	  a	  choice	  of	  routes,	  especially	  if	  one	  is	  
damaged,	  closed	  through	  accidents	  or	  the	  weather	  is	  in	  charge.	  	  
	  
The	  SW	  of	  England	  is	  the	  country's	  tourism	  hub	  and	  a	  veritable	  gem,	  but	  it	  is	  lagging	  
behind	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  country	  and	  visitors	  often	  comment	  how	  poor	  and	  limited	  our	  
infrastructure	  is	  in	  comparison	  to	  where	  they	  live.	  This	  not	  only	  applies	  to	  road	  and	  
rail,	  but	  also	  to	  simple	  things	  like	  mobile	  'phone	  coverage	  and	  broadband.	  
	  
Tourism	  in	  the	  SW	  is	  a	  great	  driver	  of	  the	  region's	  economy,	  but	  we	  cannot	  grow	  and	  
meet	  increasingly	  high	  visitor	  expectations	  if	  we	  are	  hamstrung	  by	  poor	  and	  ageing	  
infrastructure	  which	  does	  not	  have	  alternative	  routes.	  
	  



Name:	  Robert	  Dunn	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
With	  impacts	  of	  climate	  change	  being	  more	  keenly	  felt	  in	  the	  future,	  the	  routing	  of	  
the	  main	  rail	  link	  around	  the	  Devon	  coast	  seems	  ill	  prepared	  for	  future	  scenarios.	  A	  
re-‐opening	  of	  the	  rail	  link	  between	  Exeter	  and	  Plymouth	  via	  Okehampton	  seems	  to	  
satisfy	  a	  number	  of	  requirements	  -‐	  an	  alternative	  rail	  link	  that	  avoids	  low	  lying	  
coastal	  areas	  prone	  to	  flooding	  and	  storm	  effects,	  access	  to	  the	  national	  rail	  network	  
for	  the	  populace	  of	  the	  geographically	  large	  area	  around	  West	  Devon,	  and	  
investment	  in	  a	  growing	  town	  currently	  lacking	  an	  adequate	  link	  to	  the	  rail	  network.	  
 
 



Name:	  Enrique	  Cancer	  Berroya	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  cancerberroya@yahoo.es	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
	  
Dear	  members,	  
	  
I	  live	  in	  Devon	  (Okehampton)	  and	  feel	  strongly	  that	  the	  outer	  regions	  of	  the	  country	  
need	  to	  be	  reliably	  connected	  with	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  country	  in	  order	  to	  get	  the	  most	  
out	  of	  the	  economic	  and	  social	  resources	  of	  this	  country	  and	  of	  the	  Southwest	  in	  
particular.	  
	  
 



Name:	  Samantha	  Short	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  manage	  a	  Tourist	  Information	  Centre	  in	  South	  Devon	  and	  am	  Vice	  Chairman	  of	  the	  
Kingsbridge	  &	  Salcombe	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce.	  	  
	  
The	  dualling	  of	  the	  A303	  has	  to	  be	  a	  very	  high	  priority	  in	  view	  of	  the	  economic	  
damage	  and	  the	  limits	  to	  growth	  created	  by	  the	  current	  situation.	  
	  



Name:	  Kingsbridge	  &	  Salcombe	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  info@kingsbridge-‐
salcombe-‐chamber.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
Press	  Release	  13th	  October	  2014	  
From:	  	  Kingsbridge	  &	  Salcombe	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce	  
It’s	  time	  for	  action	  when	  you	  pay	  more	  to	  travel	  to	  London	  from	  Totnes	  than	  you	  do	  
to	  fly	  all	  the	  way	  to	  New	  York.	  
That’s	  what	  happened	  to	  one	  South	  Hams	  businessman	  in	  January	  this	  year	  and	  it’s	  
just	  one	  of	  many	  reasons	  why	  the	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce	  for	  Kingsbridge	  &	  
Salcombe	  (KSCC)	  is	  shouting	  from	  the	  rooftops	  about	  the	  ‘Resilience	  South	  West’	  
campaign.	  
Vice-‐Chairman	  for	  KSCC,	  James	  Spencer,	  said:	  	  “The	  Resilience	  South	  West	  campaign	  
asks	  Government	  to	  commit	  to	  vital	  and	  long	  overdue	  investments	  in	  the	  South	  
West	  Peninsula's	  transport	  network	  in	  this	  year's	  Autumn	  Statement.	  
“We	  at	  KSCC	  urge	  residents	  and	  business	  people	  alike	  to	  
visitwww.resiliencesouthwest.co.uk/register-‐your-‐support/	  to	  register	  support	  for	  
this	  campaign	  -‐	  a	  simple	  email	  toinfo@resiliencesouthwest.co.uk	  could	  tip	  the	  
balance	  in	  our	  favour.	  	  	  
	  
“This	  Chamber-‐supported	  campaign	  by	  Resilience	  South	  West	  calls	  on	  the	  
Government	  to	  invest	  in	  four	  key	  areas:	  
“	  Improvements	  to	  the	  A303/	  A30/	  A358	  to	  create	  a	  reliable	  second	  strategic	  road	  
link	  from	  London	  to	  the	  South	  West	  Peninsula.	  	  A	  resilient	  and	  reliable	  railway	  for	  
the	  South	  West	  Peninsula.	  	  Faster	  rail	  journey	  times	  and	  better	  
connections.	  	  Sufficient	  capacity	  and	  quality	  of	  our	  trains	  to	  meet	  demand.”	  
Development	  of	  business	  in	  the	  region	  is	  being	  held	  back	  due	  to	  poor	  
infrastructure.	  	  In	  January	  this	  year	  it	  was	  cheaper	  to	  fly	  to	  New	  York	  than	  it	  was	  to	  
travel	  by	  rail	  to	  London,	  it	  is	  frequently	  cheaper	  to	  fly	  internally	  than	  to	  travel	  via	  rail	  
-‐	  but	  with	  few	  airports	  in	  the	  Westcountry	  this	  is	  not	  a	  viable	  option	  either.	  	  
Bartons	  Solicitors	  Chairman,	  Raymond	  Hayes,	  said:	  “Our	  valuable	  and	  essential	  
tourism	  industry	  is	  being	  stalled	  due	  to	  hold	  ups	  and	  closures	  on	  both	  the	  A303	  and	  
M5	  -‐	  the	  two	  main	  access	  roads	  to	  the	  region.	  	  	  
	  
“At	  times	  over	  the	  past	  winter	  the	  entire	  Westcountry	  was	  practically	  cut	  off	  from	  
the	  rest	  of	  the	  UK	  due	  to	  our	  strategic	  road	  and	  rail	  links	  being	  severed.	  	  We	  are	  told	  
to	  expect	  extreme	  weather	  with	  increasing	  regularity,	  these	  events	  pass	  but	  they	  
leave	  behind	  a	  chaos	  that	  takes	  many	  months	  to	  right.	  
“Reliable	  infrastructure	  is	  an	  essential	  part	  of	  every	  day	  life,	  yet	  here	  in	  the	  
Westcountry	  our	  tourism,	  businesses	  and	  residential	  owners	  are	  being	  treated	  as	  
second	  class	  citizens,	  expected	  to	  cope	  with	  sub	  standard	  rail/road	  networks	  and	  a	  
lack	  of	  superfast	  broadband.	  	  The	  impact	  this	  has	  on	  income	  for	  businesses	  and	  
individuals	  should	  not	  be	  underestimated.”	  
Ministers	  need	  to	  hear	  from	  businesses,	  employees,	  friends	  and	  colleagues	  about	  
why	  the	  Government	  should	  back	  the	  campaign.	  
More	  information	  is	  available	  on	  the	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce’s	  website	  and	  



Facebook,	  including	  the	  hyperlink	  to	  register	  your	  support.	  
	  
ENDS	  
	  
For	  more	  information:	  
Vice	  Chairman	  James	  Spencer,	  	  
Tel:	  	  01548	  843680	  
Mob:	  	  07702	  433560	  
	  
	  



Name:	  Tarka	  Rail	  Association	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
The	  Tarka	  Rail	  Association	  which	  represents	  users	  of	  the	  increasingly	  busy	  Exeter	  to	  
Barnstaple	  railway	  fully	  supports	  all	  efforts	  to	  restore	  a	  regular	  through	  rail	  service	  
between	  Exeter,Crediton,Okehampton,Tavistock	  and	  Plymouth	  on	  the	  superior	  
engineered	  former	  main	  line	  railway	  via	  this	  route	  compared	  to	  the	  emergency	  
closure	  prone	  route	  that	  includes	  the	  coastal	  and	  estuary	  section	  from	  
Starcross	  	  through	  Dawlish	  and	  Teignmouth	  to	  Newton	  Abbot;	  in	  addition	  to	  the	  
sharply	  curved,	  twisting	  with	  resultant	  excessive	  and	  costly	  wear	  on	  rails	  and	  
wheels	  	  and	  also	  steeply	  graded	  line	  from	  Newton	  Abbot	  to	  Plymouth	  where	  the	  
current	  60	  mph	  maximum	  speed	  could	  following	  a	  British	  Rail	  feasibility	  study	  of	  the	  
1980	  's	  only	  be	  very	  marginally	  raised	  and	  by	  many	  land	  purchases/track	  
realignments	  which	  proved	  far	  too	  costly	  and	  thus	  unviable.	  
	  
Not	  only	  would	  restoration	  of	  regular	  services	  to	  the	  former	  main	  line	  from	  Exeter	  to	  
Plymouth	  via	  Okehampton	  	  and	  Tavistock	  benefit	  these	  growing	  Towns	  but	  would	  
with	  a	  new	  Railhead	  'Parkway'	  station	  at	  Sourton	  beside	  the	  A30	  and	  A386/A3079	  
road	  interchanges	  hugely	  benefit	  the	  economy	  of	  West	  Devon	  and	  North	  Cornwall.	  
	  
A	  reopened	  Exeter	  to	  Plymouth	  railway	  via	  Okehampton	  &	  Tavistock	  would	  ALSO	  
enable	  rail	  traffic	  for	  Plymouth,SW	  Devon	  and	  Cornwall	  to	  use	  this	  line	  as	  an	  
alternative	  route	  when	  the	  current	  Exeter/N.Abbot/Plymouth	  line	  is	  closed	  due	  to	  
emergencies	  and	  planned	  track	  &	  infrastructure	  works	  which	  cause	  rail	  passengers	  
and	  freight	  customers	  major	  disruption,delay,	  inconvenience	  with,	  for	  passengers,	  
unpopular	  Bustitution	  for	  journeys;	  	  in	  some	  cases	  for	  over	  150	  miles	  from	  Bristol	  to	  
Truro!	  
 
	  



Name:	  Tim	  Adams	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  tima@proatria.oom	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
Improve	  the	  A303!	  
	  
Improve	  rural	  broadband	  rollout	  
 
	  



Name:	  Rob	  Harwood-‐Smith	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  rob@harwood-‐
smith.me.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
Road	  and	  Broadband	  improvements	  are	  essential	  for	  business	  development	  in	  the	  
South	  West.	  	  Major	  towns	  are	  poorly	  connected,	  leaving	  talent	  
untapped.	  	  Investment	  in	  better	  connections	  is	  sure	  to	  pay	  for	  itself	  through	  better	  
trade,	  employment	  and	  tourism.	  
	  



Name:	  jacqueline	  cross	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  jacicross@hotmail.com	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
I	  feel	  the	  companies	  in	  the	  south	  west	  are	  exploiting	  the	  workers	  here.	  We	  moved	  
from	  London	  and	  while	  house	  prices	  are	  cheaper	  nothing	  else	  is	  :-‐/	  Bus	  fares	  are	  
ridiculous	  and	  train	  fares	  as	  bad.	  Traffic	  is	  crazy	  on	  the	  358	  and	  there	  is	  only	  bus	  
available	  to	  get	  to	  Taunton	  by	  9am	  ...	  
 
	  



Name:	  Stephen	  Lees	  
Would	  you	  like	  to	  stay	  in	  touch?	  Submit	  your	  email	  here:	  steve@bangwallop.co.uk	  
	  
Comment:	  	  
The	  A303	  needs	  to	  be	  dualed	  asap.	  Far	  overdue.	  
Poor	  broadband	  speeds	  are	  holding	  our	  company	  back	  and	  lead	  to	  increased	  
overheads	  through	  inefficiency.	  
	  
Stephen	  Lees	  (Director)	  
Lorna	  Yabsley	  Ltd	  t/as	  Bang	  Wallop	  Salcombe	  
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